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In this book, Shelly Eversley historicizes the demand for racial authenticity - what Zora Neale Hurston called
'the real Negro' - in twentieth-century American literature. Eversley argues that the modern emergence of the
interest in 'the real Negro' transforms the question of what race an author belongs into a question of what it
takes to belong to that race. Consequently, Paul Laurence Dunbar's Negro dialect poems were prized in the
first part of the century because - written by a black man - they were not 'imitation' black, while the dialect
performances by Zora Neale Hurston were celebrated because, written by a 'real' black, they were not
'imitation' white. The second half of the century, in its dismissal of material segregation, sanctions a notion
of black racial meaning as internal and psychological and thus promotes a version of black racial 'truth' as
invisible and interior, yet fixed within a stable conception of difference. The Real Negro foregrounds how
investments in black racial specificity illuminate the dynamic terms that define what makes a text and a
person 'black', while it also reveals how 'blackness', spoken and authentic, guards a more fragile, because
unspoken, commitment to the purity and primacy of 'whiteness' as a stable, uncontested ideal.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Armstrong:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading whatever
they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will need this The Real Negro: The Question of Authenticity in Twentieth-Century African
American Literature (Literary Criticism and Cultural Theory).

Dawn Bliss:

The Real Negro: The Question of Authenticity in Twentieth-Century African American Literature (Literary
Criticism and Cultural Theory) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary,
easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Real Negro: The Question of Authenticity
in Twentieth-Century African American Literature (Literary Criticism and Cultural Theory) although doesn't
forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe
you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Larry Hayes:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Real Negro: The
Question of Authenticity in Twentieth-Century African American Literature (Literary Criticism and Cultural
Theory) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your
free time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?

Debra Davin:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see colorful images on
there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this period of
time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this The Real Negro: The Question of Authenticity in Twentieth-Century African American
Literature (Literary Criticism and Cultural Theory) can make you sense more interested to read.
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