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In his classic works of true crime, Harry MacLean examined the dark side of America and its fascination
with violence. In The Joy of Killing, he builds upon this expert knowledge to create a page-turning literary
thriller — an exciting combination of love story, mystery, psychological suspense, and meditation on human
nature and the origins of violence.

This fever dream begins on a stormy fall night at a lake house in the north woods of Minnesota, where we
are introduced to a college professor who a few years earlier had written a novel in which he justified a
gruesome campus murder under the nihilistic theory that there is no right or wrong, no moral center to man’s
activity. The writer returns to the lake house where he had spent his childhood summers and locks himself in
the attic, intent on writing the final story of his life. Playing on a continuous loop in his mind are key
moments in his past: his childhood in small-town Iowa, where he and his best friend befriended a local
drifter; his childhood on the lake where one summer a local boy drowned in a storm; and the central fixation
of his erotic meeting with a girl on a train bound for Chicago when he was just fifteen. All of these threads
weave together as the writer tries to piece together the multitude of secrets and acts of violence that make up
one human life.

Reminiscent of the work of noir master Derek Raymond and John Banville’s The Sea with a touch of David
Lynch, The Joy of Killing, with its haunting language and vivid images, is both a fascinating look into the
fugue state of one man’s mind as well as a searing, philosophical look at violence and its impact on our
human condition. With its elegant structure, multiple storylines, and edge-of-your-seat suspense, the novel is
the tour-de-force fiction debut by one of America’s premier writers of true crime.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Partain:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called The Joy of
Killing: A Novel? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time
along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you
have additional opinion?

April Hannah:

This book untitled The Joy of Killing: A Novel to be one of several books that will best seller in this year,
that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of
book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your
account to past this reserve from your list.

Rebecca McGrew:

The guide with title The Joy of Killing: A Novel includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can
get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in
this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-
book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Michelle Garrett:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
The Joy of Killing: A Novel when you required it?
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