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Since its independence from the Soviet Union in 1991, the Republic of Armenia has experienced a reversal
from a brief period of democratization to a Soviet-style authoritarian regime, and has been accused of
repressive approaches to human rights. Here, Simon Payaslian juxtaposes a masterful survey of the history of
the Armenian people with the evolution of international human rights standards, and uncovers the bitter
legacy of a statist and authoritarian political culture._x000D_
_x000D_
Armenia emerged from centuries of foreign rule towards the end of the First World War. The independent
republic established in 1918 was, however, short-lived; the territory was soon incorporated into the Soviet
Union and only regained sovereignty in 1991. Payaslian maintains that this extended period of foreign
domination has retarded the development of modern Armenian political institutions and legal philosophy. He
appraises the history of Armenia under Ottoman, Persian and Russian rule, the founding of the first republic,
subsequent Sovietization in 1921 and independence in 1991. He thus shows how centuries of authoritarian
rule have shaped Armenian political culture and impeded political liberalization and the institutionalization
of modern human rights principles._x000D_
_x000D_
Payaslian goes on to present an incisive assessment of the human rights record of the Armenian state,
focusing on the government’s attitude towards political opposition groups, the right and ability of citizens to
change their government democratically, and the weakness of civil society in Armenia. He also examines
police brutality, women’s rights, the rights of children, and policies regarding refugees and internally
displaced persons. He underscores the challenges facing Armenia in developing institutions and practices
favourable to human rights._x000D_
_x000D_
Payaslian thus draws attention to the fragile process of establishing democracy in former Soviet republics,
and the wider problem of securing human rights in newly democratized states. Highlighting the clash
between sovereignty on one side and human rights and democracy on the other, this comprehensive and in-
depth analysis is essential for all those interested in human rights, democratization, political repression and
the history of the former Soviet republics.
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Borrelli:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Political Economy of Human Rights in Armenia, The: Authoritarianism and
Democracy in a Former Soviet Republic (International Library of Historical Studies) book is readable by
means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
connected with Political Economy of Human Rights in Armenia, The: Authoritarianism and Democracy in a
Former Soviet Republic (International Library of Historical Studies) content conveys the idea easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it.
So , do you nevertheless thinking Political Economy of Human Rights in Armenia, The: Authoritarianism
and Democracy in a Former Soviet Republic (International Library of Historical Studies) is not loveable to
be your top listing reading book?

Janice Martin:

This Political Economy of Human Rights in Armenia, The: Authoritarianism and Democracy in a Former
Soviet Republic (International Library of Historical Studies) are reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Political Economy of Human Rights in Armenia, The:
Authoritarianism and Democracy in a Former Soviet Republic (International Library of Historical Studies)
can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but
feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you
can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this
Political Economy of Human Rights in Armenia, The: Authoritarianism and Democracy in a Former Soviet
Republic (International Library of Historical Studies) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like
rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So ,
let's have it and enjoy reading.

Blanche Dobos:

The reason? Because this Political Economy of Human Rights in Armenia, The: Authoritarianism and
Democracy in a Former Soviet Republic (International Library of Historical Studies) is an unordinary book
that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So ,
it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will
give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.



James Shockley:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Political Economy of Human Rights in
Armenia, The: Authoritarianism and Democracy in a Former Soviet Republic (International Library of
Historical Studies) can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?
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