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Can God create a stone too heavy for him to lift? Can time have a beginning? Which came first, the chicken
or the egg? Riddles, paradoxes, conundrums--for millennia the human mind has found such knotty logical
problems both perplexing and irresistible. Now Roy Sorensen offers the first narrative history of paradoxes, a
fascinating and eye-opening account that extends from the ancient Greeks, through the Middle Ages, the
Enlightenment, and into the twentieth century. When Augustine asked what God was doing before He made
the world, he was told: Preparing hell for people who ask questions like that. A Brief History of the Paradox
takes a close look at questions like that and the philosophers who have asked them, beginning with the folk
riddles that inspired Anaximander to erect the first metaphysical system and ending with such thinkers as
Lewis Carroll, Ludwig Wittgenstein, and W.V. Quine. Organized chronologically, the book is divided into
twenty-four chapters, each of which pairs a philosopher with a major paradox, allowing for extended
consideration and putting a human face on the strategies that have been taken toward these puzzles. Readers
get to follow the minds of Zeno, Socrates, Aquinas, Ockham, Pascal, Kant, Hegel, and many other major
philosophers deep inside the tangles of paradox, looking for, and sometimes finding, a way out. Filled with
illuminating anecdotes and vividly written, A Brief History of the Paradox will appeal to anyone who finds
trying to answer unanswerable questions a paradoxically pleasant endeavor.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Pauls:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great along with important the book A Brief History of the Paradox:
Philosophy and the Labyrinths of the Mind. All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look
for the internet methods or other social media.

Anthony Anderson:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a book. The book A Brief History of the Paradox: Philosophy and the Labyrinths of the
Mind it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book features high quality.

George Bash:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Brief History of the Paradox:
Philosophy and the Labyrinths of the Mind can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You
are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these books have than the others?

Irene Hoyt:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
internal or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this A Brief History of the Paradox: Philosophy and the
Labyrinths of the Mind can make you feel more interested to read.
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