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Selected by Choice magazine as an Outstanding Academic Title

Unveiling Eve is the first feminist inquiry into the Hebrew poetry and prose forms cultivated in Muslim and
Christian Spain, Italy, and Provence in the eleventh through fourteenth centuries. In the Jewish Middle Ages,
writing was an exclusively male competence, and textual institutions such as the study of scripture,
mysticism, philosophy, and liturgy were men's sanctuaries from which women were banished. These
domains of male expertise—alongside belles lettres, on which Rosen's book focuses—served as virtual
laboratories for experimenting with concepts of femininity and masculinity, hetero- and homosexuality,
feminization and virilization, transvestism and transsexuality. Reviewing texts as varied as love lyric, love
stories, marriage debates, rhetorical contests, and liturgical and moralistic pieces, Tova Rosen considers the
positions and positioning of female figures and female voices within Jewish male discourse.

The idolization and demonization of women present in these texts is read here against the background of
scripture and rabbinic literature as well as the traditions of chivalry and misogyny in the hosting Islamic and
Christian cultures. Unveiling Eve unravels the literary evidence of a patriarchal tradition in which women are
routinely rendered nonentities, often positioned as abstractions without bodies or reified as bodies without
subjectivities. Without rigidly following any one school of feminist thinking, Rosen creatively employs a
variety of methodologies to describe and assess the texts' presentation of male sexual politics and delineate
how women and concepts of gender were manipulated, fictionalized, fantasized, and poeticized. Inaugurating
a new era of critical thinking in Hebrew literature, Unveiling Eve penetrates a field of medieval literary
scholarship that has, until now, proven impervious to feminist criticism.
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From reader reviews:

Herman Nelson:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you
personally but the problems coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This
Unveiling Eve: Reading Gender in Medieval Hebrew Literature (Jewish Culture and Contexts) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Toni Williams:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Unveiling Eve: Reading Gender in
Medieval Hebrew Literature (Jewish Culture and Contexts) book since this book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Helen Perez:

This Unveiling Eve: Reading Gender in Medieval Hebrew Literature (Jewish Culture and Contexts) is great
guide for you because the content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great manage
word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have
whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core
information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Unveiling Eve: Reading Gender in Medieval
Hebrew Literature (Jewish Culture and Contexts) in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is
not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this e-book
already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt
that?

Michael Vines:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the
top checklist in your reading list is usually Unveiling Eve: Reading Gender in Medieval Hebrew Literature
(Jewish Culture and Contexts). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.
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