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This book provides a comprehensive look at air war over Europe during the climactic year of World War II,
combining firsthand experience with expert analysis. The centerpiece is a mission-by-mission diary of 1st
Lieutenant Richard R. Ayesh, bombardier on a B-17 Flying Fortress, who flew with the 100th Bombardment
Group, 13th Combat Wing of the 8th Air Force—the legendary “Bloody 100th.” He received the
Distinguished Flying Cross, Croix de Guerre and the Air Medal with Four Oak Leaf Clusters, amongst
others.

This book follows Ayesh’s progress from his youth during the Great Depression in Wichita, Kansas, which
was rapidly becoming the air capital of the nation, to his arrival in England as a Lieutenant in a bomber crew
assigned to assault the Third Reich.

Once in Europe, the author provides a look at the principles of American daylight strategic bombing, while
relaying the overall military situation on the ground and in the air just after D-Day. This work is uniquely
self-contained and covers all aspects of Air War in a clear, concise, yet nontechnical manner. Topics include
photo-reconnaissance, munitions and bomb types, aircraft characteristics, fighter and bomber tactics, bomber
formations, strategic target selection, radars, countermeasures and counter-counter measures. The unaltered
diary of Lt. Ayesh is presented mission-by-mission, punctuated by tragedy and heroism, with explanations
and commentary of the significance of events and actions described en route. The result is one of the most
frank and exciting works on the air war over Europe to date.

There is no varnishing of words in this book, instead, after Lt. Ayesh is followed on his perilous return home
in U-boat infested waters, the book assesses the effectiveness of US strategy in ultimately paralyzing the
Nazi war machine. Finally, the complex moral issues raised by area and city bombing are explored with 21st
century implications.

EDWARD M. SION Ph.D. currently resides with his wife and two children in Radnor, PA
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From reader reviews:

Brady Witt:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for us. The book Through Blue Skies to Hell: America's "Bloody 100th" in the
Air War over Germany ended up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take
more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication Through Blue Skies to Hell:
America's "Bloody 100th" in the Air War over Germany is not only giving you much more new information
but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your
reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book Through Blue Skies to Hell: America's "Bloody 100th" in
the Air War over Germany. You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Jared Smith:

Here thing why this particular Through Blue Skies to Hell: America's "Bloody 100th" in the Air War over
Germany are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the
content of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Through Blue Skies to Hell: America's "Bloody
100th" in the Air War over Germany giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any
guide out there but there is no reserve that similar with Through Blue Skies to Hell: America's "Bloody
100th" in the Air War over Germany. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about
the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to
bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Through Blue Skies to Hell: America's
"Bloody 100th" in the Air War over Germany in e-book can be your substitute.

Ina French:

The reason why? Because this Through Blue Skies to Hell: America's "Bloody 100th" in the Air War over
Germany is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will
zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book
in such remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were
you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Santiago Johnson:

The book untitled Through Blue Skies to Hell: America's "Bloody 100th" in the Air War over Germany
contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was



compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to
read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-
site and order it. Have a nice learn.
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