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"What matters about a play is not the extent to which it is like any other play, but the way in which it is
different," writes Thomas G. Rosenmeyer. "This is, I suggest, how the ancient audiences received the
performances.... My purpose, then, in writing these essays is twofold: ... to devote enough space to the
discussion of each play to allow its special tone and texture to emerge without hindrance and at leisure ... and
to include in one collection analyses of plays so different from one another that the accent will come to rest
on the variety of the tragic experience rather than on any one narrowly defined norm."

Greek tragedy is a vehicle for many different ideas and many different intentions. From the wealth of
material that has come down to us the author has chosen six plays for analysis. He reminds us that the plays
were written to be seen and heard, and only secondarily to be studied. The listeners expected each play to
have a specific objective, and to exhibit its own mood. These the author attempts to recover for us, by
listening to what each play, in its own right, has to say. His principal concern is with the tragic diction and
the tragic ideas, designed to release certain massive responses in the large theater-going group of ancient
Athens. In exploring the characters and the situations of the plays he has chosen, the author transports his
reader to the world of fifth-century B.C. Greece, and establishes the relevance of that world to our own
experience.

The essays are not introductory in nature. No space is given, for instance, to basic information about the
playwrights, the history of Greek drama, or the special features of the Attic stage. Yet the book addresses
itself to classicists and nonclassicists alike. The outgrowth of a series of lectures to nonspecialists, its
particular appeal is to students of literature and the history of Western thought. Parallels are drawn between
the writings of the philosophers and the tragedies, and attention is paid to certain popular Greek beliefs that
colored the tragic formulations. Ultimately, however, the approach is not historical but critical; it is the
author's intention to demonstrate the beauty and the craftsmanship of the plays under discussion.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Barone:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Adjacent to that
you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication The Masks of Tragedy: Essays on Six Greek
Dramas will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why
they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Juan Harrell:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get
a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they
write about the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them
is this The Masks of Tragedy: Essays on Six Greek Dramas.

Linda Henderson:

The book untitled The Masks of Tragedy: Essays on Six Greek Dramas contain a lot of information on this.
The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very clear to see all the people, so
do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author will
take you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read on your smart
phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.

Blanche Jackson:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This book The Masks of Tragedy: Essays on Six Greek Dramas was filled
regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel
enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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