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The great eighteenth-century theorist of international
law Emer de Vattel (1714–1767) was a key
figure in sustaining the practical and theoretical
influence of natural jurisprudence through the
Revolutionary and Napoleonic eras. Coming toward
the end of the period when the discourse of natural
law was dominant in European political theory,
Vattel’s contribution is cited as a major source of
contemporary wisdom on questions of international
law in the American Revolution and even by opponents
of revolution, such as Cardinal Consalvi, at the
Congress of Vienna of 1815.

Vattel broadly accepted the early-modern natural
law theorists from Grotius onward but placed himself
in the tradition of Leibniz and Christian Wolff. This
becomes particularly clear in two valuable early essays
that have never before been translated and are
included in the present volume. On this philosophical
basis he established what the proper relationship
should be between natural law as it is applied to
individuals and natural law as it is applied to states.

The significance of The Law of Nations resides
in its distillation from natural law of an apt model for
international conduct of state affairs that carried
conviction in both the Old Regime and the new
political order of 1789–1815.

The Liberty Fund edition is based on the
anonymous English translation of 1797, which
includes Vattel’s notes for the second French edition
(posthumous, 1773).



Emer de Vattel (1714–1767)
was a Swiss philosopher and jurist in
the service of Saxony.

Béla Kapossy is Professeur Suppléant of History at the University of Lausanne.

Richard Whatmore is a Reader in Intellectual History at the University of Sussex.

Knud Haakonssen is Professor of Intellectual History at the University of Sussex, England.
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From reader reviews:

Amber Orlowski:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled The Law of Nations
(Natural Law Paper)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your
time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other
opinion?

Joshua Lippert:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Law of Nations (Natural
Law Paper) book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred
percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Agnes Figueroa:

This The Law of Nations (Natural Law Paper) are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why.
The reason why of this The Law of Nations (Natural Law Paper) can be among the great books you must
have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with information that
perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Law of Nations (Natural
Law Paper) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of
critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Jimmy Dolce:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting The Law of Nations (Natural
Law Paper) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all
over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all
of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your
good habit, you may pick The Law of Nations (Natural Law Paper) become your current starter.
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