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Mainstream, or more formally, neoclassical, economics claims to be a science. But as Michael Perelman
makes clear in his latest book, nothing could be further from the truth. While a science must be rooted in
material reality, mainstream economics ignores or distorts the most fundamental aspect of this reality: that
the vast majority of people must, out of necessity, labor on behalf of others, transformed into nothing but a
means to the end of maximum profits for their employers. The nature of the work we do and the conditions
under which we do it profoundly shape our lives. And yet, both of these factors are peripheral to mainstream
economics.

By sweeping labor under the rug, mainstream economists hide the nature of capitalism, making it appear to
be a system based upon equal exchange rather than exploitation inside every workplace. Perelman describes
this illusion as the “invisible handcuffs” of capitalism and traces its roots back to Adam Smith and his
contemporaries and their disdain for working people. He argues that far from being a basically fair system of
exchanges regulated by the “invisible hand” of the market, capitalism handcuffs working men and women
(and children too) through the very labor process itself. Neoclassical economics attempts to rationalize these
handcuffs and tells workers that they are responsible for their own conditions. What we need to do instead,
Perelman suggests, is eliminate the handcuffs through collective actions and build a society that we direct
ourselves.
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From reader reviews:

John Charlie:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will want this The Invisible Handcuffs of Capitalism: How Market Tyranny Stifles the
Economy by Stunting Workers.

Daryl Pena:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Invisible Handcuffs of Capitalism:
How Market Tyranny Stifles the Economy by Stunting Workers publication written by well-known writer
who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current
hunger then you still skepticism The Invisible Handcuffs of Capitalism: How Market Tyranny Stifles the
Economy by Stunting Workers as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one
publication that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick
this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth
sense.

Michael Velez:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified as of book
The Invisible Handcuffs of Capitalism: How Market Tyranny Stifles the Economy by Stunting Workers.
You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can
bring you from one location to other place.

Kelly Edge:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book The Invisible Handcuffs of Capitalism: How Market
Tyranny Stifles the Economy by Stunting Workers to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill
of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy
to read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to
like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the book The Invisible Handcuffs of Capitalism: How Market
Tyranny Stifles the Economy by Stunting Workers can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse



in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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