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One of the most common ways of setting the arts in parallel, at least from the literary side, is through the
popular rhetorical device of ekphrasis. The original meaning of this term is simply an extended and detailed,
lively description, but it has been used most commonly in reference to painting or sculpture. In this lively
collection of essays, Andrew James Johnston, Ethan Knapp, and Margitta Rouse offer a major contribution
to the study of text–image relationships in medieval Europe. Resisting any rigid definition of ekphrasis, The
Art of Vision is committed to reclaiming medieval ekphrasis, which has not only been criticized for its
supposed aesthetic narcissism but has also frequently been depicted as belonging to an epoch when the
distinctions between word and image were far less rigidly drawn. Examples studied range from the eleventh
through the seventeenth centuries and include texts written in Medieval Latin, Medieval French, Middle
English, Middle Scots, Middle High German, and Early Modern English.

 

The essays in this volume highlight precisely the entanglements that ekphrasis suggests and/or rejects: not
merely of word and image, but also of sign and thing, stasis and mobility, medieval and (early) modern,
absence and presence, the rhetorical and the visual, thinking and feeling, knowledge and desire, and many
more. The Art of Vision furthers our understanding of the complexities of medieval ekphrasis while also
complicating later understandings of this device. As such, it offers a more diverse account of medieval
ekphrasis than previous studies of medieval text–image relationships, which have normally focused on a
single country, language, or even manuscript.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Wolf:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This The Art of Vision: Ekphrasis in Medieval Literature and Culture
(Interventions: New Studies Medieval Cult) book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word
style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving
possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of The Art of Vision: Ekphrasis in
Medieval Literature and Culture (Interventions: New Studies Medieval Cult) content conveys objective
easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it
just different available as it. So , do you still thinking The Art of Vision: Ekphrasis in Medieval Literature
and Culture (Interventions: New Studies Medieval Cult) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading
book?

Benjamin White:

This book untitled The Art of Vision: Ekphrasis in Medieval Literature and Culture (Interventions: New
Studies Medieval Cult) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when
you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book
retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes
you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you
to past this e-book from your list.

Ryan Fox:

This The Art of Vision: Ekphrasis in Medieval Literature and Culture (Interventions: New Studies Medieval
Cult) is brand new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your
hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still
having bit of digest in reading this The Art of Vision: Ekphrasis in Medieval Literature and Culture
(Interventions: New Studies Medieval Cult) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside
that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in book form make them feel
tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read
this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.

Alice Concannon:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books in



the top checklist in your reading list is The Art of Vision: Ekphrasis in Medieval Literature and Culture
(Interventions: New Studies Medieval Cult). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you
closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many
advantages.
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