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In 1880, coal was the primary energy source for everything from home heating to industry. Regions where
coal was readily available, such as the Ruhr Valley in Germany and western Pennsylvania in the United
States, witnessed exponential growth-yet also suffered the greatest damage from coal pollution.

These conditions prompted civic activism in the form of “anti-smoke” campaigns to attack the unsightly
physical manifestations of coal burning. This early period witnessed significant cooperation between
industrialists, government, and citizens to combat the smoke problem. It was not until the 1960s, when
attention shifted from dust and grime to hazardous invisible gases, that cooperation dissipated, and protests
took an antagonistic turn.

The Age of Smoke presents an original, comparative history of environmental policy and protest in the United
States and Germany. Dividing this history into distinct eras (1880 to World War I, interwar, post-World War
II to 1970), Frank Uekoetter compares and contrasts the influence of political, class, and social structures,
scientific communities, engineers, industrial lobbies, and environmental groups in each nation. He concludes
with a discussion of the environmental revolution, arguing that there were indeed two environmental
revolutions in both countries: one societal, where changing values gave urgency to air pollution control, the
other institutional, where changes in policies tried to catch up with shifting sentiments.

Focusing on a critical period in environmental history, The Age of Smoke provides a valuable study of policy
development in two modern industrial nations, and the rise of civic activism to combat air pollution. As
Uekoetter's work reveals, the cooperative approaches developed in an earlier era offer valuable lessons and
perhaps the best hope for future progress.
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From reader reviews:

Dolores Watkins:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. To be sure that book is very important for people. The book The Age of Smoke: Environmental
Policy in Germany and the United States, 1880-1970 (Pittsburgh Hist Urban Environ) ended up being
making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The book The Age of Smoke: Environmental Policy in Germany and the United States,
1880-1970 (Pittsburgh Hist Urban Environ) is not only giving you much more new information but also
being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication.
Try to make relationship together with the book The Age of Smoke: Environmental Policy in Germany and
the United States, 1880-1970 (Pittsburgh Hist Urban Environ). You never experience lose out for everything
if you read some books.

Leticia Bennet:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Age of Smoke: Environmental Policy
in Germany and the United States, 1880-1970 (Pittsburgh Hist Urban Environ) book because book offers you
rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in
it you know.

Nicholas Thiede:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and The Age of Smoke: Environmental Policy in
Germany and the United States, 1880-1970 (Pittsburgh Hist Urban Environ) or maybe others sources were
given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and
more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them
to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Age of
Smoke: Environmental Policy in Germany and the United States, 1880-1970 (Pittsburgh Hist Urban
Environ) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Grace Smith:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book The Age of Smoke: Environmental Policy in
Germany and the United States, 1880-1970 (Pittsburgh Hist Urban Environ) to make your current reading is



interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple
book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to
be first opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book The Age of Smoke:
Environmental Policy in Germany and the United States, 1880-1970 (Pittsburgh Hist Urban Environ) can to
be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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