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This is the first collection of criticism on Shakespeare's romances to register the impact of modern literary
theory on interpretations of these plays. Kiernan Ryan brings together the most important recent essays on
Pericles, Cymbeline, The Winter's Tale and The Tempest, the greatest of the `last plays', staging a dynamic
debate between feminist, poststructuralist, psychoanalytic and new historicist views of the masterpieces
Shakespeare wrote at the close of his career.

The book aims not only to anthologise accounts of the last plays by leading Shakespearean critics, including
Stephen Greenblatt, Janet Adelman, Leah Marcus, Howard Felperin and Steven Mullaney, but also to
dramatise what is at stake in the choice of a particular critical approach. It allows the student to compare the
strengths and limitations of a deconstructive and a feminist reading of the same romance, or to test the
plausibility of one psychoanalytic angle on the last plays against another. The headnotes that preface the
essays highlight their distinctive slants on Shakespearean romance, unpack the theoretical assumptions that
steer their interpretations, and throw into relief the key points at which their authors collide or converge.

The editor's introduction places the essays in the context of twentieth-century criticism of the last plays and
makes a powerful case for a fundamental reappraisal of Shakespearean romance. The comprehensive, fully
annotated bibliography provides an unrivalled guide to further reading on all four plays.
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From reader reviews:

Kerri Goodman:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Shakespeare: The Last Plays (Longman Critical Readers).
Try to stumble through book Shakespeare: The Last Plays (Longman Critical Readers) as your close friend.
It means that it can for being your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you
smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Jennifer Stewart:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Shakespeare: The
Last Plays (Longman Critical Readers)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you
can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Yvonne Tetrault:

The book Shakespeare: The Last Plays (Longman Critical Readers) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book Shakespeare:
The Last Plays (Longman Critical Readers)? A number of you have a different opinion about publication.
But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the
book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book
Shakespeare: The Last Plays (Longman Critical Readers) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is
very wonderful.

John Coffin:

The reserve with title Shakespeare: The Last Plays (Longman Critical Readers) has a lot of information that
you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal
growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.
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