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This book boldly ventures to cross some traditional academic boundaries, offering an original,
philosophically informed argument regarding the nature of language by reading and interpreting the poetry
of Wallace Stevens and the novels of Vladimir Nabokov. So it is a work both in literary criticism and in
philosophy. The approach is strongly influenced by Walter Benjamin’s philosophy of language and Theodor
Adorno’s aesthetic theory, but the philosophical thought of other philosophers—notably Plato, Kant, Hegel,
Emerson, Heidegger, and Wittgenstein—figures significantly in the reading and interpretation. The essence
of the argument is that, despite its damaged condition (standardization, commodification, staleness),
language is, as such, by virtue of its very existence, the bearer of a utopian or messianic promise of
happiness. Moreover, it is argued that, by reconciling the two senses of sense (sensuous sense and intelligible
sense), showing the sheer power of words to create fictional worlds and destroy what they have just created,
and redeeming the revelatory power of words—above all, the power to turn the familiar into something no
longer familiar, something astonishing or perplexing—the two writers in this study sustain our hope for a
world of reconciled antagonisms and contradictions, evoking in the way they freely play with the sounds and
meanings of words, some intimations of a world—our world here, this very world, not some heavenly
world—in which the promise of happiness would be fulfilled and redeemed. In the first part of the book,
reflecting on the poetry of Stevens, Kleinberg-Levin argues that the poet defies the correspondence theory of
truth to enable words to be faithful to truth as transformative and revelatory—what Heidegger calls
“unconcealment”, translating the Greek. He also argues that in the pleasure we get from the sensuous play of
words, there is an anticipation of the promise of happiness that challenges the theological doctrine of an
otherworldly happiness and makes the religious experience seem like a paltry substitute. In the second part of
the book, Kleinberg-Levin shows how Nabokov inherits Mallarmé’s conception of literature, causing with
his word-plays the sudden reduction of the fictional world he has just so compellingly created to its
necessary conditions of materiality: white paper, ink, print on the page. We thus see the novel as a work of
fiction, as mere semblance; we see its conditions of possibility, created and destroyed before our very eyes.
But the pleasure in seeing words doing this, and the pleasure in their sensuous materiality, are intimations of
the promise of happiness that language bears. Using a Kantian definition of modernism, according to which a
work is modernist if it reveals and questions the inherited assumptions about its necessary conditions of
possibility, these studies show how and why both Stevens and Nabokov are exemplars of literary modernism.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Woods:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind
of guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Redeeming Words and
the Promise of Happiness: A Critical Theory Approach to Wallace Stevens and Vladimir Nabokov is kind of
guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Jared Hoskins:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a publication. The book Redeeming Words and the Promise of Happiness: A Critical Theory
Approach to Wallace Stevens and Vladimir Nabokov it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space
to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart
phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Gregory Mendoza:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is usually Redeeming Words and the Promise of Happiness: A Critical Theory Approach to
Wallace Stevens and Vladimir Nabokov.

David Stephenson:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This publication Redeeming Words and the Promise of Happiness: A Critical
Theory Approach to Wallace Stevens and Vladimir Nabokov was filled concerning science. Spend your free
time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the



modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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