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The study of police history in Scotland has largely been neglected. Little is known about the Scottish police's
origins, development and character despite growing interest in the machinery of law enforcement in other
parts of the United Kingdom. This book seeks to remedy this deficiency.

Based on extensive archival research, its central aim is to provide an in-depth analysis of the economic,
social, intellectual and political factors that shaped police reform, development and policy in Scottish burghs
during the 'Age of Improvement'. The key issues addressed include: the workings of traditional forms of law
enforcement and why these were increasingly deemed to be unsuitable by the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries; why, and in what ways, the pattern, nature and origins of police development in urban
Scotland differed from elsewhere in Britain; in what ways the Scottish police model compared and
contrasted with other British models; the impact of police reform on urban governance and the struggle
between social groups for control of the local state; the concerns and priorities behind police policy.

In addressing these questions, Police in the Age of Improvement moves beyond many of the 'problem-
response' interpretations which have preoccupied many police historians, and locates reform within the wider
contexts of urban improvement, municipal administration and Scottish Enlightenment thought. It will be
essential reading for anyone interested in the history of policing, urban management and social change in the
late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Mathis:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem
as well as exercise. Well, probably you should have this Police in the Age of Improvement.

Arthur Lee:

Police in the Age of Improvement can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to
place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Police in the Age of Improvement yet doesn't
forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you
can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Dolores Schreiber:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
to you personally is Police in the Age of Improvement this book consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles
that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

Danilo Ernest:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Police in the Age of Improvement can be
the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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