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Surfing has been a significant sport and cultural practice in Hawai‘i for more than 1,500 years. In the last
century, facing increased marginalization on land, many Native Hawaiians have found refuge, autonomy,
and identity in the waves. In Waves of Resistance Isaiah Walker argues that throughout the twentieth century
Hawaiian surfers have successfully resisted colonial encroachment in the po‘ina nalu (surf zone). The
struggle against foreign domination of the waves goes back to the early 1900s, shortly after the overthrow of
the Hawaiian kingdom, when proponents of this political seizure helped establish the Outrigger Canoe
Club—a haoles (whites)-only surfing organization in Waikiki. A group of Hawaiian surfers, led by Duke
Kahanamoku, united under Hui Nalu to compete openly against their Outrigger rivals and established their
authority in the surf.
Drawing from Hawaiian language newspapers and oral history interviews, Walker’s history of the struggle
for the po‘ina nalu revises previous surf history accounts and unveils the relationship between surfing and
colonialism in Hawai‘i. This work begins with a brief look at surfing in ancient Hawai‘i before moving on to
chapters detailing Hui Nalu and other Waikiki surfers of the early twentieth century (including Prince Jonah
Kuhio), the 1960s radical antidevelopment group Save Our Surf, professional Hawaiian surfers like Eddie
Aikau, whose success helped inspire a newfound pride in Hawaiian cultural identity, and finally the North
Shore’s Hui O He‘e Nalu, formed in 1976 in response to the burgeoning professional surfing industry that
threatened to exclude local surfers from their own beaches. Walker also examines how Hawaiian surfers
have been empowered by their defiance of haole ideas of how Hawaiian males should behave. For example,
Hui Nalu surfers successfully combated annexationists, married white women, ran lucrative businesses, and
dictated what non-Hawaiians could and could not do in their surf—even as the popular, tourist-driven media
portrayed Hawaiian men as harmless and effeminate. Decades later, the media were labeling Hawaiian
surfers as violent extremists who terrorized haole surfers on the North Shore. Yet Hawaiians contested,
rewrote, or creatively negotiated with these stereotypes in the waves. The po‘ina nalu became a place where
resistance proved historically meaningful and where colonial hierarchies and categories could be transposed.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Medley:

Often the book Waves of Resistance: Surfing and History in Twentieth-Century Hawaii will bring one to the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Waves of Resistance: Surfing and History in
Twentieth-Century Hawaii is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official
web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Robbie Lewis:

The actual book Waves of Resistance: Surfing and History in Twentieth-Century Hawaii has a lot associated
with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Arnold Allison:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Waves of Resistance: Surfing and
History in Twentieth-Century Hawaii that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining
as your good habit, it is possible to pick Waves of Resistance: Surfing and History in Twentieth-Century
Hawaii become your current starter.

Kenneth Connolly:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update
of news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
in search of the Waves of Resistance: Surfing and History in Twentieth-Century Hawaii when you required
it?
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