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In 1981, while working as New Mexico State Historian, Stanley M. Hordes began to hear stories of Hispanos
who lit candles on Friday night and abstained from eating pork. Puzzling over the matter, Hordes realized
that these practices might very well have been passed down through the centuries from early crypto-Jewish
settlers in New Spain. After extensive research and hundreds of interviews, Hordes concluded that there was,
in New Mexico and the Southwest, a Sephardic legacy derived from the converso community of Spanish
Jews.

In To the End of the Earth, Hordes explores the remarkable story of crypto-Jews and the tenuous
preservation of Jewish rituals and traditions in Mexico and New Mexico over the past five hundred years. He
follows the crypto-Jews from their Jewish origins in medieval Spain and Portugal to their efforts to escape
persecution by migrating to the New World and settling in the far reaches of the northern Mexican frontier.

Drawing on individual biographies (including those of colonial officials accused of secretly practicing
Judaism), family histories, Inquisition records, letters, and other primary sources, Hordes provides a richly
detailed account of the economic, social and religious lives of crypto-Jews during the colonial period and
after the annexation of New Mexico by the United States in 1846. While the American government offered
more religious freedom than had the Spanish colonial rulers, cultural assimilation into Anglo-American
society weakened many elements of the crypto-Jewish tradition.

Hordes concludes with a discussion of the reemergence of crypto-Jewish culture and the reclamation of
Jewish ancestry within the Hispano community in the late twentieth century. He examines the publicity
surrounding the rediscovery of the crypto-Jewish community and explores the challenges inherent in a study
that attempts to reconstruct the history of a people who tried to leave no documentary record.
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From reader reviews:

Dolores Stiger:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title To the End of the
Earth: A History of the Crypto-Jews of New Mexico suitable to you? The particular book was written by
well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled To the End of the Earth: A History of the Crypto-
Jews of New Mexicois the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired
many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you
ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to
understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Thomas Hall:

This To the End of the Earth: A History of the Crypto-Jews of New Mexico is great reserve for you because
the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and also have to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we
can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having To the End of the Earth: A History of the Crypto-Jews of New Mexico in your
hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide
that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Omer Brown:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book and also novel and To the End of the Earth: A History of the Crypto-
Jews of New Mexico or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly
great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well
as students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science
publication, any other book likes To the End of the Earth: A History of the Crypto-Jews of New Mexico to
make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Daryl Radford:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. From
the book To the End of the Earth: A History of the Crypto-Jews of New Mexico we can take more



advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the
best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book To the End of the
Earth: A History of the Crypto-Jews of New Mexico. You can more desirable than now.
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