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In 1953, Samuel Beckett’s Waiting for Godot premiered at a tiny avant-garde theatre in Paris; within five
years, it had been translated into more than twenty languages and seen by more than a million spectators. Its
startling popularity marked the emergence of a new type of theatre whose proponents—Beckett, Ionesco,
Genet, Pinter, and others—shattered dramatic conventions and paid scant attention to psychological realism,
while highlighting their characters’ inability to understand one another. In 1961, Martin Esslin gave a name
to the phenomenon in his groundbreaking study of these playwrights who dramatized the absurdity at the
core of the human condition.

Over four decades after its initial publication, Esslin’s landmark book has lost none of its freshness. The
questions these dramatists raise about the struggle for meaning in a purposeless world are still as incisive and
necessary today as they were when Beckett’s tramps first waited beneath a dying tree on a lonely country
road for a mysterious benefactor who would never show. Authoritative, engaging, and eminently readable,
The Theatre of the Absurd is nothing short of a classic: vital reading for anyone with an interest in the
theatre.
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From reader reviews:

Dora Vazquez:

The book The Theatre of the Absurd can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book The Theatre of the
Absurd? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many
info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take
for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Theatre of the Absurd has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous
world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Richard Sims:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Theatre of the Absurd, you can enjoy both.
It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its
mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Leon Moses:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us
novel, comics, as well as soon. The The Theatre of the Absurd will give you new experience in examining a
book.

Patrick Siemens:

Beside this The Theatre of the Absurd in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't always
be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Theatre
of the Absurd because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book
but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from today!
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