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Raphael’s Ostrich begins with a little-studied aspect of Raphael’s painting—the ostrich, which appears as an
attribute of Justice, painted in the Sala di Costantino in the Vatican. Una Roman D’Elia traces the cultural
and artistic history of the ostrich from its appearances in ancient Egyptian hieroglyphs to the menageries and
grotesque ornaments of sixteenth-century Italy. Following the complex history of shifting interpretations
given to the ostrich in scientific, literary, religious, poetic, and satirical texts and images, D’Elia
demonstrates the rich variety of ways in which people made sense of this living “monster,” which was
depicted as the embodiment of heresy, stupidity, perseverance, justice, fortune, gluttony, and other virtues
and vices. Because Raphael was revered as a god of art, artists imitated and competed with his ostrich, while
religious and cultural critics complained about the potential for misinterpreting such obscure imagery. This
book not only considers the history of the ostrich but also explores how Raphael’s painting forced viewers to
question how meaning is attributed to the natural world, a debate of central importance in early modern
Europe at a time when the disciplines of modern art history and natural history were developing. The
strangeness of Raphael’s ostrich, situated at the crossroads of art, religion, myth, and natural history, both
reveals lesser-known sides of Raphael’s painting and illuminates major cultural shifts in attitudes toward
nature and images in the Renaissance. More than simply an examination of a single artist or a single subject,
Raphael’s Ostrich offers an accessible, erudite, and charming alternative to Vasari’s pervasive model of the
history of sixteenth-century Italian art.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Richardson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Raphael's Ostrich. Try to face the book Raphael's Ostrich as your
buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make
you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge
with this book.

Michael Rodiguez:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve
that need more time to be read. Raphael's Ostrich can be your answer as it can be read by you who have
those short spare time problems.

Agnes Shivers:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This e-book Raphael's Ostrich was filled in relation to science. Spend your
spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when
they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a
guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Alan Sours:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news.
Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Raphael's Ostrich when you essential it?
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