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The Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 was arguably the most important legislative
achievement of President Clinton's first term. In this detailed account, Lord Windlesham, a prominent legal
scholar, British legislator, and Oxford College Principal, brings his experience to bear in analyzing the forces
inside and outside the 103rd Congress, which shaped the final content of the Act. Controversial issues
discussed include racial justice, "three strikes and you're out" and mandatory sentencing, the Brady Act and
the assault weapons ban, the competing claims of prison building and prevention programs, drug policies,
and restrictions on repeat sex offenders after release from prison.

The narrative of Politics, Punishment, and Populism continues with the "Contract with America" and the
crime policies adopted after the Republicans won control of both the House and Senate in the elections for
the 104th Congress. The external pressures, and the Congressional tactics deployed to facilitate passage of
such measures as the Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act, Megan's Law, and the Prison Litigation
Reform Act, are examined in the second part of the book. Subsequent challenges in the courts are also
reviewed, including some cases decided by the Supreme Court at the end of its 1996-97 term.

The focal point throughout is the impact of populist opinion, as well as that of special-interest groups, upon
elected representatives in the formation of public policy. The role of one of the most politically potent of all
lobbies, the National Rifle Association, is assessed in the context of the competition it faces from an
increasingly activist gun control movement. The book concludes by asking whether an end is in sight
regarding America's isolated tolerance of lethal weapons.
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From reader reviews:

Rhonda Robitaille:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great and important the book Politics, Punishment, and Populism (Studies
in Crime and Public Policy). All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

George Bash:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider when
those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Politics, Punishment, and Populism (Studies in Crime and
Public Policy) as the daily resource information.

Nathan Strong:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Politics, Punishment, and
Populism (Studies in Crime and Public Policy) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's find.

Irma Lovern:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This book Politics, Punishment, and Populism (Studies in Crime and Public Policy) was
filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you
can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.
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