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Based on a true story, Claire de Duras's Ourika relates the experiences of a Senegalese girl who is rescued
from slavery and raised by an aristocratic French family during the time of the French Revolution. Brought
up in a household of learning and privilege, she is unaware of her difference until she overhears a
conversation that suddenly makes her conscious of her race--and of the prejudice it arouses. From this point
on, Ourika lives her life not as a French woman but as a black woman who feels "cut off from the entire
human race." As the Reign of Terror threatens her and her adoptive family, Ourika struggles with her
unusual position as an educated African woman in eighteenth-century Europe.

A best-seller in the 1820s, Ourika captured the attention of Duras's peers, including Stendhal, and became
the subject of four contemporary plays. The work represents a number of firsts: the first novel set in Europe
to have a black heroine; the first French literary work narrated by a black female protagonist; and, as John
Fowles points out, "the first serious attempt by a white novelist to enter a black mind."
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From reader reviews:

Joseph McNeal:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Ourika: The Original French
Text (Texts and Translations) (French Edition) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much
more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of
book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or appropriate book with you?

Beth Ritchey:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind
of reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really
feel happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Ourika: The
Original French Text (Texts and Translations) (French Edition) is kind of publication which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.

Edward McClung:

The book untitled Ourika: The Original French Text (Texts and Translations) (French Edition) contain a lot
of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by
famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book because
you can read more your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime.
In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it.
Have a nice learn.

Mark Mata:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Ourika: The Original
French Text (Texts and Translations) (French Edition) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's notice.
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