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Most readers think that superheroes began with Superman’s appearance in Action Comics No. 1, but that
Kryptonian rocket didn’t just drop out of the sky. By the time Superman’s creators were born, the
superhero’s most defining elements—secret identities, aliases, disguises, signature symbols, traumatic origin
stories, extraordinary powers, self-sacrificing altruism—were already well-rehearsed standards. Superheroes
have a sprawling, action-packed history that predates the Man of Steel by decades and even centuries. On the
Origin of Superheroes is a quirky, personal tour of the mythology, literature, philosophy, history, and grand
swirl of ideas that have permeated western culture in the centuries leading up to the first appearance of
superheroes (as we know them today) in 1938.

From the creation of the universe, through mythological heroes and gods, to folklore, ancient philosophy,
revolutionary manifestos, discarded scientific theories, and gothic monsters, the sweep and scale of the
superhero’s origin story is truly epic. We will travel from Jane Austen’s Bath to Edgar Rice Burroughs’s
Mars to Owen Wister’s Wyoming, with some surprising stops along the way. We’ll meet mad scientists,
Napoleonic dictators, costumed murderers, diabolical madmen, blackmailers, pirates, Wild West outlaws,
eugenicists, the KKK, Victorian do-gooders, detectives, aliens, vampires, and pulp vigilantes (to name just a
few). Chris Gavaler is your tour guide through this fascinating, sometimes dark, often funny, but always
surprising prehistory of the most popular figure in pop culture today. In a way, superheroes have always been
with us: they are a fossil record of our greatest aspirations and our worst fears and failings.
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From reader reviews:

Kristin Todd:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book On the Origin of Superheroes: From the
Big Bang to Action Comics No. 1 will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence
if you can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It is
not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book
with you?

John Dearman:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book On the Origin of
Superheroes: From the Big Bang to Action Comics No. 1. All type of book are you able to see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Clarice Johnson:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, think
reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-
book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like On the Origin of Superheroes: From the Big
Bang to Action Comics No. 1 which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
notice.

Yolanda Matlock:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular On the Origin of Superheroes: From the Big Bang to
Action Comics No. 1 can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have
thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize,
by knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have On the
Origin of Superheroes: From the Big Bang to Action Comics No. 1.
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