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Should we try to live in the present? Such is the imperative of modernity, Jed Rubenfeld writes in this
important and original work of political theory. Since Jefferson proclaimed that 'the earth belongs to the
living', since Freud announced that mental health requires people to 'get free of their past', since Nietzsche
declared that the happy man is the man who 'leaps into the moment', modernity has directed its inhabitants to
live in the present, as if there alone could they find happiness, authenticity, and above all freedom. But this
imperative, Rubenfeld argues, rests on a profoundly inadequate, deforming picture of the relationship
between freedom and time. Instead, Rubenfeld suggests, human freedom, indeed human being itself,
necessarily extends into both past and future; self-government consists of giving our lives meaning and
purpose over time. From this conception of self-government, Rubenfeld derives a new theory of
constitutional law's place in democracy. Democracy, he writes, is not a matter of governance by the present
'will of the people'; it is a matter of a nation's laying down and living up to enduring political and legal
commitments.
Constitutionalism is not counter to democracy, as many believe, or a pre-condition of democracy; it is or
should be democracy itself over time. On this basis, Rubenfeld offers a new understanding of constitutional
interpretation and of the fundamental right of privacy.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Knowlton:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a
book entitled Freedom and Time: A Theory of Constitutional Self-Government? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you
can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Brad Sharpe:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question since just
their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on guardería until university need this Freedom and Time: A Theory of Constitutional Self-
Government to read.

Gabriel Badger:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this
Freedom and Time: A Theory of Constitutional Self-Government.

Tamara Reams:

The book untitled Freedom and Time: A Theory of Constitutional Self-Government contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book because
you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.
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