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Today the twenty-gun sloop USS Constellation is a floating museum in Baltimore Harbor; in 1859 it was an
emblem of the global power of the American sailing navy. When young William E. Leonard boarded the
Constellation as a seaman for what proved to be a twenty-month voyage to the African coast, he began to
compose a remarkable journal.

Sailing from Boston, the Constellation, flagship of the U.S. African Squadron, was charged with the
interception and capture of slave-trading vessels illegally en route from Africa to the Americas. During the
Constellation’s deployment, the squadron captured a record number of these ships, liberating their human
cargo and holding the captains and crews for criminal prosecution. At the same time, tensions at home and in
the squadron increased as the American Civil War approached and erupted in April 1861.

Leonard recorded not only historic events but also fascinating details about his daily life as one of the nearly
400-member crew. He saw himself as not just a diarist, but a reporter, making special efforts to seek out and
record information about individual crewmen, shipboard practices, recreation and daily routine—from deck
swabbing and standing watch to courts martial and dramatic performances by the Constellation Dramatic
Society.

This good-humored gaze into the lives and fortunes of so many men stationed aboard a distinguished
American warship makes Gilliland’s edition of Willie Leonard’s journal a significant work of maritime
history.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Pearce:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at
this point, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this USS Constellation on the
Dismal Coast: Willie Leonard's Journal, 1859-1861 (Studies in Maritime History) book as basic and daily
reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Thomas Schulz:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this USS
Constellation on the Dismal Coast: Willie Leonard's Journal, 1859-1861 (Studies in Maritime History), it is
possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average,
make them reading a guide.

David Shetler:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this USS
Constellation on the Dismal Coast: Willie Leonard's Journal, 1859-1861 (Studies in Maritime History).

Amber Payne:

Typically the book USS Constellation on the Dismal Coast: Willie Leonard's Journal, 1859-1861 (Studies in
Maritime History) has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit.
The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book.
This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.
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