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Essay from the year 2012 in the subject English - Literature, Works, grade: 1,0, Johannes Gutenberg
University Mainz (Department of English and Linguistics), course: Introduction to Literary Studies,
language: English, abstract: Much has been written about Mademoiselle Reisz (in the following abbreviated
with Reisz), the independent pianist in Kate Chopin’s novel The Awakening. Critics either interpreted her as
Edna Pontellier’s “artistic role model” (Seidel, “Painting” 231) or as a “conjurer” (Giorcelli 137), who is
“always dressed in black” (Giorcelli 136) and therefore portrays a vivid contrast to Edna’s feminine friend
Adèle Ratignolle, who is “always dressed in white” (Giorcelli 136). Although Reisz is a secondary character,
who only ap¬pears in five chapters (Ch. IX, XVI, XX, XXI, XXX), the author nevertheless offers another
aspect of her. In the following, this paper will show that Edna attempts to compensate the loss of her mother
by replacing her with a metaphorical mother-figure whom she finds in Reisz.

II. The Early Motherlessness of Edna Pontellier

In order to understand Edna’s motivation to find a mother-figure in Reisz, her child¬hood has to be reflected
upon. Throughout the novel, the recipient is granted only little in¬formation about Edna’s deceased mother,
who remains nameless. Joyce Dyer points out that “[i]t is interesting that Chopin treats Edna’s
motherlessness so briefly and, appar¬ently, so casually. Edna’s avoidance of the issue suggests how painful
it is” (91-92). Cristina Giorcelli goes further by stating that “[d]eprived of a mother, Edna could not fully be
a daughter” (118). Thus, it is, from a psychological approach, deducible that the 28 year old protagonist lacks
an important step in her identification process. As Edna confesses to Adèle, she feels like walking “idly,
aimlessly, unthinking and unguided” (Chopin 38). The link between the lacking guidance and the absent
mother is immediately set when the narrator continues to inform the recipient vaguely that Edna became a
half-orphan when she was “quite young” (Chopin 38). Presumably, she is neither able to remember how old
she was when her mother died nor is she able to recall any memories of her, either intentionally or
unintentionally.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Martinez:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly
because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of The Metaphorical Mother-Figure:
Mademoiselle Reisz in Kate Chopin's Novel "The Awakening" to read.

Cynthia Gomez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Metaphorical Mother-Figure:
Mademoiselle Reisz in Kate Chopin's Novel "The Awakening" book written by well-known writer we are
excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal
hunger then you still hesitation The Metaphorical Mother-Figure: Mademoiselle Reisz in Kate Chopin's
Novel "The Awakening" as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one
publication that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense
to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening
to a different sixth sense.

Colton Fierros:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This The Metaphorical Mother-
Figure: Mademoiselle Reisz in Kate Chopin's Novel "The Awakening" is simple to create you can read it in
the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the
actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular
book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Carolyn Wilson:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Metaphorical Mother-Figure: Mademoiselle Reisz in Kate Chopin's
Novel "The Awakening" can make you sense more interested to read.
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