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The hunger strikes of 1980-81 were a confrontation between British Prime Minister Margaret

Thatcher and the iron will of Irish republican prisoners in the H-Blocks of Long Kesh, in an

attempt to break the British policy of criminalising paramilitary prisoners. The prisoners’

ultimate demand, to be granted a ‘special category status’ that distinguished them from

other prisoners, led to two hunger strikes. The first, in 1980, ended without success for the

prisoners; the second, led by Bobby Sands, resulted in ten prisoners starving themselves to

death. The consequences of the hunger strikes changed Irish politics and British-Irish relations

forever, beginning the long path to eventual peace with the signing of the Good Friday

Agreement in 1998.

Now, with the release of recently declassified documents, Thomas Hennessey forensically

examines the origins and evolution of the prisons dispute, leading up to the first hunger



strike of 1980, and setting the scene for the final confrontation with the British Government

in 1981. Alongside republican protagonists – Bobby Sands and Gerry Adams – Margaret

Thatcher’s personal role in the hunger strikes is analysed in detail, including her clashes

with Charles Haughey and Garret FitzGerald, and also revealing her authorisation of the

backchannel between MI6 and the IRA. Hennessey also addresses the controversial issues

surrounding the hunger strike, in particular, whether there was a deal on the table that

could have ended the strike in July 1981, and whether it was accepted by the prisoners in

the H-Blocks.

Hunger Strike is the definitive account of one of the seminal events in modern Irish history.
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From reader reviews:

Judy Chisolm:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Hunger Strike: Margaret Thatcher's Battle with the IRA, 1980-1982 book
is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer regarding Hunger Strike: Margaret Thatcher's Battle with the IRA, 1980-1982 content conveys the
thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content
but it just different as it. So , do you continue to thinking Hunger Strike: Margaret Thatcher's Battle with the
IRA, 1980-1982 is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Alberto Benson:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Hunger
Strike: Margaret Thatcher's Battle with the IRA, 1980-1982 suitable to you? The book was written by
famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled Hunger Strike: Margaret Thatcher's Battle with the IRA,
1980-1982is one of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people
in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world with this book.

Roger Moxley:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Hunger Strike: Margaret
Thatcher's Battle with the IRA, 1980-1982 which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's observe.

Larhonda Kennedy:

This Hunger Strike: Margaret Thatcher's Battle with the IRA, 1980-1982 is fresh way for you who has
interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
Hunger Strike: Margaret Thatcher's Battle with the IRA, 1980-1982 can be the light food for you personally
because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the
form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-
book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book



especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just
read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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