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Although historians frequently use memoirs as source material, too often they confine such usage to the
anecdotal, and there is little methodological literature regarding the genre’s possibilities and limitations. This
study articulates an approach to using memoirs as instruments of historical understanding. Jennifer Jensen
Wallach applies these principles to a body of memoirs about life in the American South during Jim Crow
segregation, including works by Zora Neale Hurston, Willie Morris, Lillian Smith, Henry Louis Gates Jr.,
William Alexander Percy, and Richard Wright.

Wallach argues that the field of autobiography studies, which is currently dominated by literary critics, needs
a new theoretical framework that allows historians, too, to benefit from the interpretation of life writing. Her
most provocative claim is that, due to the aesthetic power of literary language, skilled creative writers are
uniquely positioned to capture the complexities of another time and another place. Through techniques such
as metaphor and irony, memoirists collectively give their readers an empathetic understanding of life during
the era of segregation. Although these reminiscences bear certain similarities, it becomes clear that the South
as it was remembered by each is hardly the same place.
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From reader reviews:

Jordan Sampson:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question due
to the fact just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on guardería until university need this specific "Closer to the Truth Than Any Fact":
Memoir, Memory, and Jim Crow to read.

Norma Lorentzen:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This "Closer to the Truth Than Any Fact": Memoir, Memory, and Jim Crow book is
readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The
writer of "Closer to the Truth Than Any Fact": Memoir, Memory, and Jim Crow content conveys the idea
easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just
different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking "Closer to the Truth Than Any Fact": Memoir, Memory, and
Jim Crow is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Jose Batey:

The reserve untitled "Closer to the Truth Than Any Fact": Memoir, Memory, and Jim Crow is the reserve
that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer
was did a lot of research when write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of "Closer to the Truth Than Any Fact": Memoir,
Memory, and Jim Crow from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Justin Davis:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but novel and "Closer to the Truth Than Any Fact": Memoir,
Memory, and Jim Crow or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes "Closer to the Truth Than Any Fact": Memoir, Memory, and Jim Crow to make
your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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