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Diving to the bed of the Timor sea, reaching the summit of Annapurna, encountering a madman in the
Amazon jungle, suffering shipwreck and kidnap on the Barbary Coast, hiking the Alps with an infant in a
backpack--these are just a few of the adventures readers will explore in Unsuitable for Ladies, a wide
ranging collection of travel pieces written by intrepid women globe-trotters. These writings reveal that there
are few corners of the world that have not been visited by English women, and that there are few difficulties,
physical or emotional, real or imagined, that have not been overcome by these same dauntless explorers.
Here readers will find such well known authors and figures as Florence Nightingale, Mary Shelley, Frances
Trollope, Gertrude Bell, Karen Blixen, Mary Kingsley, Jan Morris, Freya Stark, Rosie Swayle, and Rebecca
West. These writers take us to virtually every area of the globe in every era, from Alp-climbing with Freya
Stark in 1950 ("The first time in my life I climbed with a rope.... The happiness was almost frightening") to
exploring Waterloo with Charlotte Eaton in 1817, just after the battle ("The ground was ploughed up...with
the charge of the cavalry, and the whole field...covered with soldiers' caps, shoes...belts, and scabbards") to a
trek through China in 1885 with Emily Innes ("I was suddenly awakened by a great shouting and a great
light overhead. 'A Chinese festival, no doubt,' thought I; and I felt no alarm.... I was far from guessing what
was the fact, namely, that my host had been murdered a few minutes before") to Mary Kingsley's description
of shooting leopards in Africa ("Do not mistake this for a sporting adventure"). Riveting, often disturbing
accounts of historical events appear, ranging from Florence Nightingale's thoughts on the bloody Crimean
war, to eye-witness accounts of recent uprisings in Soviet Georgia and in Romania, where Dervia Murphy
witnessed the execution of dictator Ceausescus, an event that left her uneasily satisfied and "shocked badly
to be taken over, for the first time...by pure hatred of fellow beings." And throughout the volume are brilliant
descriptions of exotic foreign landscapes, such as Karen Blixen's writings on her home in the African hill
country ("Africa distilled up through six thousand feet, like the strong and refined essence of a continent").
Editor Jane Robinson skillfully weaves the excerpts together with short introductions that keep each entry
distinct while connecting them by theme, time, or place, and she includes a detailed map section, providing
geographic orientation for the reader.
An exhilarating journey through sixteen centuries of travel writing, aboard almost anything from a Bugatti to
a Bath chair, Unsuitable for Ladies is a fascinating read, suitable for anyone who loves exploring new
cultures and landscapes, whether first-hand or from an armchair.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Pinson:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Adjacent
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Unsuitable for Ladies: An Anthology of Women
Travellers will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every
thing. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you
fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Gwendolyn Harrison:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Unsuitable for Ladies: An Anthology of
Women Travellers book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Victor Havens:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own
reader with their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is
this Unsuitable for Ladies: An Anthology of Women Travellers.

Daisy Harris:

Unsuitable for Ladies: An Anthology of Women Travellers can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing Unsuitable for Ladies:
An Anthology of Women Travellers however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information
could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.
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