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Contemporary Chinese rural life is placed in sharp theoretical and practical focus in this book. State-of-the-
art techniques and perspectives are combined to take the reader into Xiaocun, a small village on the east bank
of the Dianchi Lake in Kunming City.

In 2003, the author published the book Crime and Punishment: The Story of Xiaocun (1931–1997), which
dealt with disputes, mediation and punishment in the village following the legal anthropology tradition. At
that time, neither the villagers nor the author foresaw the vast changes that were to appear a few years later.
Their main economic activity then was growing vegetables and flowers; urbanisation was tsunami-like in its
speed and impact. Land requisition for urban development was so swift that five years later, in 2008, there
was no farmland left. Instead, there were many landmark real estate and development projects. Xiaocun has
become the centre of an enlarged Kunming City. Observers, including the Xiaocun residents, are
unavoidably shocked at the changes to the physical landscape in the wake of its rapid urbanisation.

This book, Topography of Politics in Rural China: The Story of Xiaocun, reports the author's revisits to the
village starting in early 2007. In the past few years of research on this village, the author deeply felt that the
problems that make people passionate are fully exposed through issues surrounding land and housing. Well
written in narrative, this book tells the story of Xiaocun in this new century from the perspective of
topography, exploring the peasantry and its relations to the state in more fundamental terms.

Contents:

Introduction: "Topography" Beyond Topography●

Water●

Land●

Dwelling●

Conclusion●

An Afterword: "Extended-Case" and Rural Order●

Readership: Undergraduates, graduates, academics and researchers who are interested in urbanization and
related issues in rural China.
Key Features:

A China-based sociologist and anthropologist's deep understanding of contemporary Chinese society,●

grounded in unparalleled immersion in the field
The Chinese edition of the book was awarded a grant by the National Social Science Foundation of China,●

an indicator of high academic value
Well written in narrative, with in-depth analysis on topography and political economy in rural China●
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Burkes:

The experience that you get from Topography of Politics in Rural China:The Story of Xiaocun (Peking
University Series on Sociology and Anthropology) could be the more deep you searching the information
that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
know but Topography of Politics in Rural China:The Story of Xiaocun (Peking University Series on
Sociology and Anthropology) giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a
number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this book is
well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand
then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of
Topography of Politics in Rural China:The Story of Xiaocun (Peking University Series on Sociology and
Anthropology) instantly.

Clare Lucas:

This Topography of Politics in Rural China:The Story of Xiaocun (Peking University Series on Sociology
and Anthropology) tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The
reason why of this Topography of Politics in Rural China:The Story of Xiaocun (Peking University Series on
Sociology and Anthropology) can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than
just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in
e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Topography of Politics in Rural China:The Story of Xiaocun
(Peking University Series on Sociology and Anthropology) forcing you to have an enormous of experience
such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Carrie Hanks:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful pictures
on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Topography of Politics in Rural China:The Story of Xiaocun (Peking University Series on
Sociology and Anthropology) can make you sense more interested to read.

Stanley Torres:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea



when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Topography of Politics in Rural
China:The Story of Xiaocun (Peking University Series on Sociology and Anthropology) to make your
reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try
to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and studying
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that the reserve
Topography of Politics in Rural China:The Story of Xiaocun (Peking University Series on Sociology and
Anthropology) can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing
of the time.
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