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The New History in an Old Museum is an exploration of "historical truth" as presented at Colonial
Williamsburg. More than a detailed history of a museum and tourist attraction, it examines the packaging of
American history, and consumerism and the manufacturing of cultural beliefs. Through extensive
fieldwork—including numerous site visits, interviews with employees and visitors, and archival
research—Richard Handler and Eric Gable illustrate how corporate sensibility blends with pedagogical
principle in Colonial Williamsburg to blur the lines between education and entertainment, patriotism and
revisionism.
During much of its existence, the "living museum" at Williamsburg has been considered a patriotic shrine,
celebrating the upscale lifestyles of Virginia’s colonial-era elite. But in recent decades a new generation of
social historians has injected a more populist and critical slant to the site’s narrative of nationhood. For
example, in interactions with museum visitors, employees now relate stories about the experiences of
African Americans and women, stories that several years ago did not enter into descriptions of life in
Colonial Williamsburg. Handler and Gable focus on the way this public history is managed, as historians and
administrators define historiographical policy and middle-level managers train and direct front-line staff to
deliver this "product" to the public. They explore how visitors consume or modify what they hear and see,
and reveal how interpreters and craftspeople resist or acquiesce in being managed. By deploying the voices
of these various actors in a richly textured narrative, The New History in an Old Museum highlights the
elements of cultural consensus that emerge from this cacophony of conflict and negotiation.
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From reader reviews:

Maureen Daniels:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve The New History in an Old Museum:
Creating the Past at Colonial Williamsburg will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if
you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you
bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
suited book with you?

Traci Daniels:

The book The New History in an Old Museum: Creating the Past at Colonial Williamsburg will bring that
you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When
you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book The New History in an Old
Museum: Creating the Past at Colonial Williamsburg is much recommended to you to read. You can also get
the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Marcie Johnson:

Typically the book The New History in an Old Museum: Creating the Past at Colonial Williamsburg has a
lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by
the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific
book very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Rubin Bourne:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The New History in an Old Museum: Creating the Past at Colonial Williamsburg can
make you sense more interested to read.
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