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The horrific and devastating events of September 11, 2001 changed the world's perception of Al Qaeda.
What had been considered a small band of revolutionary terrorists capable only of attacking Western targets
in the Middle East and Africa suddenly demonstrated an ability to strike globally with enormous impact.
Subsequent plots perpetuated the impression of Al Qaeda as a highly organized and rigidly controlled
organization with recruiters, operatives, and sleeper cells in the West who could be activated on command.

We now know, however, that the role of Al Qaeda in global jihadist plots has varied significantly over time.
New York Police Department terrorism expert Mitchell D. Silber argues that to comprehend the threat posed
by the transnational jihad movement, we must have a greater and more nuanced understanding of the
dynamics behind Al Qaeda plots. In The Al Qaeda Factor he examines sixteen Al Qaeda-associated plots
and attacks, from the 1993 World Trade Center bombing to today. For each case, he probes primary sources
and applies a series of questions to determine the precise involvement of Al Qaeda. What connects
radicalized groups in the West to the core Al Qaeda organization in the borderlands of Afghanistan and
Pakistan? Does one of the plotters have to attend an Al Qaeda training camp or meet with an Al Qaeda
trainer, or can they simply be inspired by Al Qaeda ideology? Further analysis examines the specifics of Al
Qaeda's role in the inspiration, formation, membership, and organization of terrorist groups. Silber also
identifies potential points of vulnerability, which may raise the odds of thwarting future terrorist attacks in
the West.

The Al Qaeda Factor demonstrates that the role of Al Qaeda is very limited even in plots with direct
involvement. Silber finds that in the majority of cases, individuals went to Al Qaeda seeking aid or training,
but even then there was limited direct command and control of the terrorists' activities—a sobering
conclusion that demonstrates that even the destruction of Al Qaeda's core would not stop Al Qaeda plots.
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From reader reviews:

Hilda Dumas:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important usually. The book The Al Qaeda Factor: Plots Against the West seemed to be
making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter
what advantages for you. The guide The Al Qaeda Factor: Plots Against the West is not only giving you
more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own
personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book The Al Qaeda Factor: Plots
Against the West. You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Robbie Lewis:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this The Al Qaeda
Factor: Plots Against the West.

Donald Lewis:

This The Al Qaeda Factor: Plots Against the West is great guide for you because the content which is full of
information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book reveal it
info accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read
that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Al Qaeda Factor: Plots
Against the West in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can
say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , it
is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Willie Dominguez:

This The Al Qaeda Factor: Plots Against the West is brand-new way for you who has fascination to look for
some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Al Qaeda Factor: Plots
Against the West can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this particular book is easy
to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the
e-book web form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the
answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be



here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.
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