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A recent surge of interest in Jewish patronage during the golden years of Vienna has led to the question,
Would modernism in Vienna have developed in the same fashion had Jewish patrons not been involved?
This book uniquely treats Jewish identification within Viennese modernism as a matter of Jews active
fashioning of a new language to convey their aims of emancipation along with their claims of cultural
authority.

In this provocative reexamination of the roots of Viennese modernism, Elana Shapira analyzes the central
role of Jewish businessmen, professionals, and writers in the evolution of the city’s architecture and design
from the 1860s to the 1910s. According to Shapira, these patrons negotiated their relationship with their non-
Jewish surroundings and clarified their position within Viennese society by inscribing Jewish elements into
the buildings, interiors, furniture, and design objects that they financed, produced, and co-designed.

In the first book to investigate the cultural contributions of the banker Eduard Todesco, the steel tycoon Karl
Wittgenstein, the textile industrialist Fritz Waerndorfer, the author Peter Altenberg, the tailor Leopold
Goldman, and many others, Shapira reconsiders theories identifying the crisis of Jewish assimilation as a
primary creative stimulus for the Jewish contribution to Viennese modernism. Instead, she argues that
creative tensions between Jews and non-Jews—patrons and designers who cooperated and arranged well-
choreographed social encounters with one another—offer more convincing explanations for the formation of
a new semantics of modern Viennese architecture and design than do theories based on assimilation.

This thoroughly researched and richly illustrated book will interest scholars and students of Jewish studies,
Vienna and Viennese culture, and modernism.
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From reader reviews:

Carlos Terrill:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book Style and Seduction: Jewish
Patrons, Architecture, and Design in Fin de Siècle Vienna (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of
European Jewry). All type of book could you see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or
other social media.

Louis Hudson:

This Style and Seduction: Jewish Patrons, Architecture, and Design in Fin de Siècle Vienna (The Tauber
Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry) book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get.
That Style and Seduction: Jewish Patrons, Architecture, and Design in Fin de Siècle Vienna (The Tauber
Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry) without we comprehend teach the one who examining it
become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Style and Seduction: Jewish Patrons,
Architecture, and Design in Fin de Siècle Vienna (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European
Jewry) can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can
have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Style and Seduction: Jewish Patrons, Architecture,
and Design in Fin de Siècle Vienna (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry) having
excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Bruno Reed:

The book untitled Style and Seduction: Jewish Patrons, Architecture, and Design in Fin de Siècle Vienna
(The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry) contain a lot of information on the idea. The
writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author
provides you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you can continue reading
your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

John Cheung:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This e-book Style and Seduction: Jewish Patrons, Architecture, and Design in



Fin de Siècle Vienna (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry) was filled regarding
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy
to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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