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Seminar paper from the year 2010 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade:
1,0, University of Vienna (Institut für Anglistik und Amerikanistik), course: Literature Seminar, language:
English, abstract: "There are many ways of interpreting this play. Is it on the Anouilhesque theme of how
innocence and the rare ability to love never goes unpunished in this world? Is it about how no relationship
lasts, and how everyone ends up alone or with somebody else in a worse kind of aloneness? Or is it about the
noose of time tightening around everyone's neck, closer and closer? Or is this the Eliotian theme about our
not being able to bear very much reality, and that the truth ultimately kills?" (Simon par. 5)

A reflection on the title after reading the play immediately conjures up the question ‘Closer… to what?’ Due
to the variety of themes dealt with in Closer the title first seems to be highly ambiguous. It might refer to the
characters’ desperate longing and unsuccessful quest for love, sincerity as well as physical and emotional
intimacy in happy and fulfilling relationships. It could just as well describe their failing attempt at knowing
each others’ identity fully, while at the same time playing hide-and-seek with their own. Alternatively, the
title possibly alludes to their way of seeking the truth about reality and the perception of time, while facing
the transience of human existence, with death coming closer each minute. However, on closer examination,
the answer to the initial question is to be found in exactly this polysemy, unified by a common thread: the
search for ultimate truth about all these issues. According to Marber, “[i]t is the best possible title for the
play because the play is always aspiring to get closer to some kind of definite truth about things but knows it
can’t” (qtd. in Rosenthal xxiii). In view of this statement, a question mark should actually be put after the
title. For the individual characters do not succeed in gaining absolute knowledge or experiencing complete
truthfulness. Truth in Closer seems to be a temporary and volatile condition, and thus, the red thread running
through the play are the motifs of fluidity and transience on different levels: time, location as well as the
characters’ identities and relationships.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Stallings:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Challenging
Absolute Truth: Fluidity and Transience in Patrick Marber's "Closer" book since this book offers you rich
data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
you know.

Betty Freeman:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write
about the data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is
this Challenging Absolute Truth: Fluidity and Transience in Patrick Marber's "Closer".

Frank Moore:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Challenging Absolute Truth:
Fluidity and Transience in Patrick Marber's "Closer" which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's notice.

Enrique Boggs:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news.
With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the Challenging Absolute Truth: Fluidity and Transience in Patrick Marber's "Closer" when
you essential it?
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