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Anyone who wants to understand how abortion has been treated historically in the western legal tradition
must first come to terms with two quite different but interrelated historical trajectories. On one hand, there is
the ancient Judeo-Christian condemnation of prenatal homicide as a wrong warranting retribution; on the
other, there is the juristic definition of "crime" in the modern sense of the word, which distinguished the term
sharply from "sin" and "tort" and was tied to the rise of Western jurisprudence. To find the act of abortion
first identified as a crime in the West, one has to go back to the twelfth century, to the schools of
ecclesiastical and Roman law in medieval Europe.

In this book, Wolfgang P. Müller tells the story of how abortion came to be criminalized in the West. As he
shows, criminalization as a distinct phenomenon and abortion as a self-standing criminal category developed
in tandem with each other, first being formulated coherently in the twelfth century at schools of law and
theology in Bologna and Paris. Over the ensuing centuries, medieval prosecutors struggled to widen the
range of criminal cases involving women accused of ending their unwanted pregnancies. In the process,
punishment for abortion went from the realm of carefully crafted rhetoric by ecclesiastical authorities to
eventual implementation in practice by clerical and lay judges across Latin Christendom. Informed by legal
history, moral theology, literature, and the history of medicine, Müller's book is written with the concerns of
modern readers in mind, thus bridging the gap that might otherwise divide modern and medieval
sensibilities.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Luken:

The book The Criminalization of Abortion in the West: Its Origins in Medieval Law make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your
best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading
through a book The Criminalization of Abortion in the West: Its Origins in Medieval Law to be your habit,
you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about
some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a guide The
Criminalization of Abortion in the West: Its Origins in Medieval Law. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

James Goodman:

This The Criminalization of Abortion in the West: Its Origins in Medieval Law book is just not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. That The Criminalization of Abortion in the West: Its Origins in Medieval
Law without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing.
Don't end up being worry The Criminalization of Abortion in the West: Its Origins in Medieval Law can
bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it
inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Criminalization of Abortion in the West: Its Origins in
Medieval Law having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Amy Lewis:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept The
Criminalization of Abortion in the West: Its Origins in Medieval Law suitable to you? The book was written
by well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Criminalization of Abortion in the West: Its
Origins in Medieval Lawis the one of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired
lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of
this publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Martha Bryant:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill



your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the reserve untitled The Criminalization of Abortion in the West: Its Origins in Medieval Law can be
great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.
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