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Does the United States have the right to defend itself by striking first, or must it wait until an attack is in
progress? Is the Bush Doctrine of aggressive preventive action a justified and legal recourse against threats
posed by terrorists and rogue states? Tackling one of the most controversial policy issues of the post-
September 11 world, Michael Doyle argues that neither the Bush Doctrine nor customary international law is
capable of adequately responding to the pressing security threats of our times.

In Striking First, Doyle shows how the Bush Doctrine has consistently disregarded a vital distinction in
international law between acts of preemption in the face of imminent threats and those of prevention in the
face of the growing offensive capability of an enemy. Taking a close look at the Iraq war, the 1998 attack
against al Qaeda in Afghanistan, and the Cuban Missile Crisis, among other conflicts, he contends that
international law must rely more completely on United Nations Charter procedures and develop clearer
standards for dealing with lethal but not immediate threats.

After explaining how the UN can again play an important role in enforcing international law and
strengthening international guidelines for responding to threats, he describes the rare circumstances when
unilateral action is indeed necessary. Based on the 2006 Tanner Lectures at Princeton University, Striking
First includes responses by distinguished political theorists Richard Tuck and Jeffrey McMahan and
international law scholar Harold Koh, yielding a lively debate that will redefine how--and for what reasons--
tomorrow's wars are fought.
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From reader reviews:

David Ochoa:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you that Striking First:
Preemption and Prevention in International Conflict (The University Center for Human Values Series) book
as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Micheal Ruiz:

Striking First: Preemption and Prevention in International Conflict (The University Center for Human Values
Series) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because
this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put
every word into joy arrangement in writing Striking First: Preemption and Prevention in International
Conflict (The University Center for Human Values Series) nevertheless doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it.
This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Angela Thomas:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for your
requirements is Striking First: Preemption and Prevention in International Conflict (The University Center
for Human Values Series) this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now.
This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for
explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is
why this book ideal all of you.

William Ochoa:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This publication Striking First: Preemption and Prevention in International Conflict
(The University Center for Human Values Series) was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time
to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has various feel when they reading



any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the
modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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