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Dramatic historical events have frequently provided subject matter for artists, particularly in pre-twentieth-
century Texas, where works portraying historical, often legendary, events and individuals predominated.
Until now, however, these paintings of Texas history have never received the kind of study given to
historical, fictional, and film versions of the same events. Painting Texas History to 1900 fills this gap with
an interdisciplinary approach that explores these paintings both as works of art and as historical documents.

The author examines the works of more than forty artists, including Henry McArdle, Theodore Gentilz,
Robert Onderdonk, William Huddle, Frederic Remington, Friedrich Richard Petri, Arthur T. Lee, Seth
Eastman, Sarah Hardinge, Frank Reaugh, W. G. M. Samuel, Carl G. von Iwonski, and Julius Stockfleth. He
places each work within its historical and cultural context to show why such subject matter was chosen, why
it was depicted in a particular way, and why such a depiction gained popular acceptance. For example,
paintings of heroic events of the Texas Revolution were especially popular in the years following the Civil
War, when, in Ratcliffe's view, Texans needed such images to assuage the loss of the war and the
humiliation of Reconstruction.

Though the paintings cut across traditional art history categories—from the pictographs of early historic
Indians to European-inspired oil paintings—they are bound together by their artists' intent for them to
function as historically evocative documents. With their visual narratives of events that characterized all of
America's westward expansion—Indian encounters, military battles, farming, ranching, surveying, and the
closing of the frontier—these works add an important chapter to the story of the American West.
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From reader reviews:

Aline Moran:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal
with may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Painting Texas History to 1900 (American Studies Series)
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

William Johnson:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Painting Texas History to 1900
(American Studies Series) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Joseph Cole:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several books in
the top collection in your reading list will be Painting Texas History to 1900 (American Studies Series). This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Linda Soto:

You can find this Painting Texas History to 1900 (American Studies Series) by check out the bookstore or
Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this
book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's
try to choose correct ways for you.
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