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'When Gregor Samsa awoke one morning from troubled dreams he found himself transformed in his bed into
a monstrous insect ...' So begins Franz Kafka's most famous story Metamorphosis.

Franz Kafka (1883-1924) is among the most intriguing and influential writers of the twentieth century.
During his lifetime he worked as a civil servant and published only a handful of short stories, the best known
being The Transformation. All three of his novels, The Trial, The Castle, and The Man Who Disappeared
[America], were published after his death and helped to found Kafka's reputation as a uniquely perceptive
interpreter of the twentieth
century.

Kafka's fiction vividly evokes bizarre situations: a commercial traveller is turned into an insect, a banker is
arrested by a mysterious court, a fasting artist starves to death in the name of art, a singing mouse becomes
the heroine of her nation. Attending both to Kafka's crisis-ridden life and to the subtleties of his art, Ritchie
Robertson shows how his work explores such characteristically modern themes as the place of the body in
culture, the power of institutions over people, and the
possibility of religion after Nietzsche had proclaimed 'the death of God'. The result is an up-to-date and
accessible portrait of a fascinating author which shows us ways to read and make sense of his perplexing and
absorbing work.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Schulz:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Kafka: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how
is important a book Kafka: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). You can add know-how
and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can
understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor
until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Joseph Wood:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
experience happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Kafka: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Rhonda Kirby:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Kafka: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this
era. Often the book untitled Kafka: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)is the main of
several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read
this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy
in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will
give you a lots of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this
book.

Deanna Jackson:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Kafka: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Kafka: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore
not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose
the best book in your case and try to like reading which.
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