
Bloody River: The Real Tragedy of the Rapido
(Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military

History Series)
Martin Blumenson

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B005HV2BW2
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B005HV2BW2
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B005HV2BW2


Bloody River: The Real Tragedy of the Rapido (Williams-Ford
Texas A&M University Military History Series)

Martin Blumenson

Bloody River: The Real Tragedy of the Rapido (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military
History Series) Martin Blumenson
In the shadow of Monte Cassino on January 21–22, 1944, the U.S. Army’s 36th “Texas” Division tried to
cross Italy’s Rapido River. The rout of this former National Guard unit from Texas was one of the worst
defeats Americans suffered on the battlefields of World War II, one that prompted veterans to present
charges of incompetent leadership before Congress.

In Bloody River, first published in 1970, Martin Blumenson presents his view of how the “personal equation”
figured into the debacle. Focusing on the generals responsible for the ill-fated attack, Blumenson traces key
points in the personal profiles of the diffident 36th Division commander Fred L. Walker; Gen. Mark
“Wayne” Clark, the imperious commander of American ground forces; and the tactful and tactically gifted
former cavalry officer Gen. Geoffrey T. Keyes, commander of II Corps and Walker’s immediate superior.

Walker, serving under the younger Clark and Keyes, witnessed the destruction of villages and the exhaustion
of the non-Regular Army soldiers in his division. Blumenson argues that Walker, relatively far down the
chain of command, saw his soldiers’ and the civilians’ suffering and lost confidence and respect for his
superiors and constantly questioned their fitness to devise appropriate strategy and tactics.

Despite reports of the severe situation in the Rapido Valley, General Clark, responsible for ensuring the
success of the Anzio landing, would not cancel the 36th Division’s supporting attack across the Rapido. In
two days, the two front-line infantry regiments of the division suffered severe casualties, as did the attached
units of engineers, quartermaster troops, and artillerymen. Meanwhile, General Clark’s Anzio landing was
accomplished with relatively little resistance. Blumenson argues that Walker’s pessimism about the Rapido
attack plan may have permeated his troops and robbed them of their will to win.

This concise survey of the command situations that led to the Rapido tragedy should be of interest to all
readers who wish to learn the high-priced lessons of war in affordable and accessible form.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Crouse:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Bloody River: The Real Tragedy of the Rapido (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History
Series) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe
mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication
then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before. The Bloody River:
The Real Tragedy of the Rapido (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) giving you
yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life
within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Carl Carrillo:

This Bloody River: The Real Tragedy of the Rapido (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military
History Series) is fresh way for you who has attention to look for some information since it relief your
hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having
tiny amount of digest in reading this Bloody River: The Real Tragedy of the Rapido (Williams-Ford Texas
A&M University Military History Series) can be the light food for you personally because the information
inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them
feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a reserve especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book
variety for your better life as well as knowledge.

Jeff Sanchez:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of book
Bloody River: The Real Tragedy of the Rapido (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History
Series). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It
can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Richard Mason:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the



world. With the book Bloody River: The Real Tragedy of the Rapido (Williams-Ford Texas A&M
University Military History Series) we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To
get creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim.
Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Bloody River: The Real Tragedy of the Rapido
(Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series). You can more appealing than now.

Download and Read Online Bloody River: The Real Tragedy of the
Rapido (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History
Series) Martin Blumenson #ICFO79ZW0L8



Read Bloody River: The Real Tragedy of the Rapido (Williams-
Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) by Martin
Blumenson for online ebook

Bloody River: The Real Tragedy of the Rapido (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History
Series) by Martin Blumenson Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap
books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online,
online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Bloody River: The Real
Tragedy of the Rapido (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) by Martin
Blumenson books to read online.

Online Bloody River: The Real Tragedy of the Rapido (Williams-Ford Texas A&M
University Military History Series) by Martin Blumenson ebook PDF download

Bloody River: The Real Tragedy of the Rapido (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military
History Series) by Martin Blumenson Doc

Bloody River: The Real Tragedy of the Rapido (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) by Martin
Blumenson Mobipocket

Bloody River: The Real Tragedy of the Rapido (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) by Martin
Blumenson EPub


