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Half a century after Hasidism blossomed in Eastern Europe, its members were making deep inroads into the
institutional structure of Polish Jewish communities, but some devotees believed that the movement had
drifted away from its revolutionary ideals. Menashe Unger’s A Fire Burns in Kotsk dramatizes this moment
of division among Polish Hasidim in a historical account that reads like a novel, though the book was never
billed as such. Originally published in Buenos Aires in 1949 and translated for the first time from Yiddish by
Jonathan Boyarin, this volume captures an important period in the evolution of the Hasidic movement, and is
itself a missing link to Hasidic oral traditions.

A non-observant journalist who had grown up as the son of a prominent Hasidic rabbi, Unger incorporates
stories that were told by his family into his historical account. A Fire Burns in Kotsk begins with a threat to
the new, rebellious movement within Hasidism known as “the school of Pshiskhe,” led by the good-humored
Reb Simkhe Bunim. When Bunim is succeeded by the fiery and forbidding Rebbe of Kotsk, Menachem
Mendl Morgenstern, the new leader’s disdain for the vast majority of his followers will lead to a crisis in his
court. Around this core narrative of reform and crisis in Hasidic leadership, Unger offers a rich account of
the everyday Hasidic court life—filled with plenty of alcohol, stolen geese, and wives pleading with their
husbands to come back home.

Unger’s volume reflects a period when Eastern European Jewish immigrants enjoyed reading about Hasidic
culture in Yiddish articles and books, even as they themselves were rapidly assimilating into American
culture. Historians of literature, Polish culture, and Jewish studies will welcome this lively translation.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Hall:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This A Fire Burns in Kotsk: A Tale of Hasidism in the Kingdom of Poland book
is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
regarding A Fire Burns in Kotsk: A Tale of Hasidism in the Kingdom of Poland content conveys the thought
easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking A Fire Burns in Kotsk: A Tale of Hasidism in the
Kingdom of Poland is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Daniel Kirk:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this A Fire Burns in Kotsk: A Tale of Hasidism in
the Kingdom of Poland reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could
be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question A Fire Burns
in Kotsk: A Tale of Hasidism in the Kingdom of Poland as good book not merely by the cover but also from
the content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Maurice Lamothe:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just watching
TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, think
reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can have the e-
book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like A Fire Burns in Kotsk: A Tale of Hasidism in
the Kingdom of Poland which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Merle Poteet:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top collection in your reading list is A Fire Burns in Kotsk: A Tale of Hasidism in the Kingdom
of Poland. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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