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With a fresh take on social dynamics in the antebellum South, Jonathan Daniel Wells contests the popular
idea that the Old South was a region of essentially two classes (planters and slaves) until after the Civil War.
He argues that, in fact, the region had a burgeoning white middle class--including merchants, doctors, and
teachers--that had a profound impact on southern culture, the debate over slavery, and the coming of the
Civil War.

Wells shows that the growth of the periodical press after 1820 helped build a cultural bridge between the
North and the South, and the emerging southern middle class seized upon northern middle-class ideas about
gender roles and reform, politics, and the virtues of modernization. Even as it sought to emulate northern
progress, however, the southern middle class never abandoned its attachment to slavery. By the 1850s, Wells
argues, the prospect of industrial slavery in the South threatened northern capital and labor, causing sectional
relations to shift from cooperative to competitive. Rather than simply pitting a backward, slave-labor,
agrarian South against a progressive, free-labor, industrial North, Wells argues that the Civil War reflected a
more complex interplay of economic and cultural values.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Luken:

The book The Origins of the Southern Middle Class, 1800-1861 can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book The Origins of the Southern Middle
Class, 1800-1861? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data
that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Origins of the
Southern Middle Class, 1800-1861 has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Georgia Hernandez:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Origins of the Southern Middle
Class, 1800-1861 is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Dale Perez:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This The Origins of the Southern Middle
Class, 1800-1861 is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not
get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler
to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Elton Williams:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By the book The
Origins of the Southern Middle Class, 1800-1861 we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with
your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book The Origins of the Southern Middle Class,
1800-1861. You can more desirable than now.
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