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History casts a spell on our minds more powerful than science or religion. It does not root us in the past at
all. It rather flatters us with the belief in our ability to recreate the world in our image. It is a form of self-
assertion that brooks no opposition or dissent and shelters us from the experience of time.

So argues Constantin Fasolt in The Limits of History, an ambitious and pathbreaking study that conquers
history's power by carrying the fight into the center of its domain. Fasolt considers the work of Hermann
Conring (1606-81) and Bartolus of Sassoferrato (1313/14-57), two antipodes in early modern battles over the
principles of European thought and action that ended with the triumph of historical consciousness.
Proceeding according to the rules of normal historical analysis—gathering evidence, putting it in context,
and analyzing its meaning—Fasolt uncovers limits that no kind of history can cross. He concludes that
history is a ritual designed to maintain the modern faith in the autonomy of states and individuals. God wants
it, the old crusaders would have said. The truth, Fasolt insists, only begins where that illusion ends.

With its probing look at the ideological underpinnings of historical practice, The Limits of History
demonstrates that history presupposes highly political assumptions about free will, responsibility, and the
relationship between the past and the present. A work of both intellectual history and historiography, it will
prove invaluable to students of historical method, philosophy, political theory, and early modern European
culture.
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From reader reviews:

Francisco Gentry:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the The Limits of History is kind of e-book which is
giving the reader erratic experience.

Jackie Caldwell:

This The Limits of History are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this The Limits of History can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving
you more than just simple reading food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at
e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Limits of History giving you an enormous of experience like
rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So ,
let's have it appreciate reading.

Shad Broussard:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That The Limits of History can give you a lot of buddies because by
you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting
person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information
that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and
women. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Limits of History.

Terry Buehler:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book The Limits of History to make
your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you such
as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion
about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and read it.
Beside that the guide The Limits of History can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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