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Much has been written about the heroic figures of Sophocles' powerful dramas. Now Charles Segal focuses
our attention not on individual heroes and heroines, but on the world that inspired and motivated their
actions--a universe of family, city, nature, and the supernatural. He shows how these ancient masterpieces
offer insight into the abiding question of tragedy: how one can make sense of a world that involves so much
apparently meaningless violence and suffering.

In a series of engagingly written interconnected essays, Segal studies five of Sophocles' seven extant plays:
Ajax, Oedipus Tyrannus, Philoctetes, Antigone, and the often neglected Trachinian Women. He examines the
language and structure of the plays from several interpretive perspectives, drawing both on traditional
philological analysis and on current literary and cultural theory. He pays particular attention to the mythic
and ritual backgrounds of the plays, noting Sophocles' reinterpretation of the ancient myths. His delineation
of the heroes and their tragedies encompasses their relations with city and family, conflicts between men and
women, defiance of social institutions, and the interaction of society, nature, and the gods. Segal's analysis
sheds new light on Sophocles' plays--among the most widely read works of classical literature--and on their
implications for Greek views on the gods, moral life, and sexuality.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Tran:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Sophocles' Tragic World: Divinity, Nature, Society book is readable
through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The
writer connected with Sophocles' Tragic World: Divinity, Nature, Society content conveys the idea easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by
means of it. So , do you continue to thinking Sophocles' Tragic World: Divinity, Nature, Society is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

Jackie Lafond:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
all day every day to reading a e-book. The book Sophocles' Tragic World: Divinity, Nature, Society it is
rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers
high quality.

Billy Gallardo:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Sophocles' Tragic World: Divinity, Nature, Society
was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Sophocles' Tragic World:
Divinity, Nature, Society has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make
you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try
to like reading in which.

Kimberly Gomez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Different categories of
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Sophocles' Tragic World: Divinity,
Nature, Society.
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