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Sexuality was critical to how individuals experienced, learned, and contested their place in early America.
Regulating Passion shows the sweeping changes that affected the social and political morass centered on
sexual behavior during the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries in Massachusetts-even as patriarchy
remained important to those configurations of power. Charting the government's and society's management
of sexuality, Kelly A. Ryan uncovers the compelling stories of the individuals charged with sexual crimes
and how elites hoped to contain and exploit "illicit" sexual behavior.

In the colonial era, elites designed laws, judicial and religious practices, and sermons that defined certain
groups as criminal, the cause of sexual vice, and in need of societal oversight-while defining others as chaste
and above reproach. Massachusetts fornicators, adulterers, seducers, and rapists were exemplars of improper
behavior in the colonial era and were central to emerging sexual subjectivities associated with gender, race,
and class status in the early republic. As Massachusetts modernized, culture and socialization became
vehicles for enforcing the marital monopoly on sex and gendered expectations of sexual behavior.

The American Revolution saw the decline of direct sexual regulation by government and religious
institutions and a rise in the importance of sexual reputation in maintaining hierarchy. As society moved
away from publicly penalizing forms of illicit sexual behavior, it circulated ideas about sexual norms,
initiated social ostracism, and interceded with family and friends to promote sexual morality, even as the
government remained involved in cases of prostitution and interracial sex. At the same time, this
transformation in sexual regulation opened up means to contest the power of patriarchy. Women, African
Americans, Indians, and the poor often resisted the efforts of elites and established their own code of sexual
conduct to combat ideas about what constituted sexual virtue and how society defined its leaders. They
challenged derisive sexual characterizations, patriarchal visions of society, and sexual regulation to establish
a space in the body politic. Ironically, their efforts often reinforced patriarchal ideals as their petitions asked
for patriarchal privileges to be extended to them.

Based on records of crimes in lower and upper courts, print literature, and other documentary sources,
Regulating Passion underscores the ways in which sexual mores remained essential to the project of
differentiating between the virtue of citizens and contesting power structures in the tumultuous transitions
from the colonial to early national period.
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From reader reviews:

James Oliver:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of
them is this Regulating Passion: Sexuality and Patriarchal Rule in Massachusetts, 1700-1830.

Dominique Rigney:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is Regulating Passion: Sexuality and Patriarchal Rule in Massachusetts, 1700-1830.

Betsy Aguilar:

Regulating Passion: Sexuality and Patriarchal Rule in Massachusetts, 1700-1830 can be one of your nice
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that
could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing
Regulating Passion: Sexuality and Patriarchal Rule in Massachusetts, 1700-1830 but doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
one among it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Scott Settle:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book and also novel and Regulating Passion: Sexuality and Patriarchal Rule in
Massachusetts, 1700-1830 as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes Regulating Passion: Sexuality and Patriarchal Rule in Massachusetts,
1700-1830 to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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