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The vital place of literature and the figure of the writer in Russian society and history have been extensively
studied, but their role in the evolution of psychiatry is less well known. In Diagnosing Literary Genius: A
Cultural History of Psychiatry in Russia, 1880-1930, Irina Sirotkina explores the transformations of Russian
psychiatric practice through its relationship to literature. During this period, psychiatrists began to view
literature as both an indicator of the nation's mental health and an integral part of its well-being. By aligning
themselves with writers, psychiatrists argued that the aim of their science was not dissimilar to the literary
project of exploring the human soul and reflecting on the psychological ailments of the age.

Through the writing of pathographies (medical biographies), psychiatrists strengthened their social standing,
debated political issues under the guise of literary criticism, and asserted moral as well as professional
claims. By examining the psychiatric engagement with the works of Fyodor Dostoevsky, Nikolai Gogol, Leo
Tolstoy, and the decadents and revolutionaries, Sirotkina provides a rich account of Russia's medical and
literary history during this turbulent revolutionary period.
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From reader reviews:

Willene Choate:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you should have this Diagnosing Literary Genius: A Cultural History of
Psychiatry in Russia, 1880-1930 (Medicine and Culture).

Jose Callender:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Diagnosing Literary Genius: A
Cultural History of Psychiatry in Russia, 1880-1930 (Medicine and Culture) that give your enjoyment
preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as
the means for people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned
constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up
being success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick
Diagnosing Literary Genius: A Cultural History of Psychiatry in Russia, 1880-1930 (Medicine and Culture)
become your own starter.

Arthur Sanchez:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer could be Diagnosing Literary Genius: A Cultural History of Psychiatry in
Russia, 1880-1930 (Medicine and Culture) why because the amazing cover that make you consider in
regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the
outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Amy Joshi:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need
more time to be study. Diagnosing Literary Genius: A Cultural History of Psychiatry in Russia, 1880-1930
(Medicine and Culture) can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short extra
time problems.
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