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The Democratic Republic of Congo, formerly Zaire, continues to struggle with socioeconomic and political
development. Culture and Customs of the Congo provides the full context of traditional culture and modern
practices against a backdrop of a turbulent history. The volume opens up a land and peoples little known in
the United States. Written expressly to meet the needs of students and the general audience, the work will
inform about the geography, economy, political history, and history from the slave trade to dictatorship;
ancestral religions and inroads of western faiths; ancestral literary heritage and communication; art,
architecture, and housing; diet and dress; marriage, family, and women; lifestyles and life events, and
traditional and modern music and dance.

Congolese society comprises hundreds of ethnic groups, such as the Luba, the Kongo, and the Kuba. The
countryside is largely based on the hunting and gathering, herding, and farming lifestyles. The city is marked
by lifestyles reflecting the prevalence of small business activities and increasing cultural sycretism of
customs from different parts of the Congo and Western imports. Mukenge's narrative gives the diverse
perspectives of their cultures with their fascinating juxtapositions to our familiar western ways. Examples of
this are found in the Religion and Worldview chapter, which discusses ancestral religions, the spirits of the
land, and supernatural power practitioners. The Literature chapter covers verbal competition and game
songs. Congolese cuisine is based on starches such as the cassava root, the corn, and the plantain; green
vegetables, insects, fish and, to a lesser extent, meat. Other chapters cover topics from the distinct Congolese
dress and symbolic adornments, all-important family lines, to ceremonial music and dance. A chronology
and glossary are added value.
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From reader reviews:

Van Gee:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Culture and Customs of the Congo (Cultures and
Customs of the World) can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Darrell Mayo:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you
read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a book. The book Culture and Customs of the Congo (Cultures
and Customs of the World) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book.
They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you
can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not
to fund but this book provides high quality.

Arthur Freeman:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Culture and Customs of the Congo (Cultures and Customs of the World) your head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The Culture and Customs of the Congo (Cultures and
Customs of the World) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving
you useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport.
Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Steve Domingo:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Culture and Customs of the
Congo (Cultures and Customs of the World) is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the
e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so



there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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