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'Look, my lord! See heaven itself declares against your impious intentions!'

The Castle of Otranto (1764) is the first supernatural English novel and one of the most influential works of
Gothic fiction. It inaugurated a literary genre that will be forever associated with the effects that Walpole
pioneered. Professing to be a translation of a mysterious Italian tale from the darkest Middle Ages, the novel
tells of Manfred, prince of Otranto, whose fear of an ancient prophecy sets him on a course of destruction.
After the grotesque death of his only son, Conrad,
on his wedding day, Manfred determines to marry the bride-to-be. The virgin Isabella flees through a castle
riddled with secret passages. Chilling coincidences, ghostly visitations, arcane revelations, and violent
combat combine in a heady mix that terrified the novel's first readers.

In this new edition Nick Groom examines the reasons for its extraordinary impact and the Gothic culture
from which it sprang. The Castle of Otranto was a game-changer, and Walpole the writer who paved the way
for modern horror exponents.

ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range of
literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much
more.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn McDonald:

Here thing why this specific The Castle of Otranto: A Gothic Story (Oxford World's Classics) are different
and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the content than it which
is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Castle of Otranto: A Gothic Story (Oxford World's Classics)
giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve
that similar with The Castle of Otranto: A Gothic Story (Oxford World's Classics). It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
The Castle of Otranto: A Gothic Story (Oxford World's Classics) in e-book can be your choice.

Pam Boyd:

This book untitled The Castle of Otranto: A Gothic Story (Oxford World's Classics) to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit
onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it through online.
The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read
this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Stacey Greene:

This The Castle of Otranto: A Gothic Story (Oxford World's Classics) is great reserve for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can
declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having The Castle of Otranto: A Gothic Story (Oxford World's Classics) in your hand like having
the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey
there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Robert Hill:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of book The Castle of
Otranto: A Gothic Story (Oxford World's Classics). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving
behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most significant
that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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