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The lifestyle of the classical Greeks often seems disappointingly modest when compared to those of other
legendary civilizations. Where are the marble floors, the pillared halls, the gilden rooms? Even the
Athenians, the richest and most poweful of the Greeks, were said by one contemporary to dress no better
than slaves.

Athenians, however, were as skilled at spending as their playwrights were at devising tragedies. Vast estates
vanished overnight, squandered not on material luxury but on eating, drinking, and sex--ephemeral pleasures
that left no monuments but are recounted in numerous ancient texts.

Much of what they describe seems familiar--the pleasures of wine, the dangers of seduction, a
mouthwatering plate of squid--but some stories are more puzzling: savages on the shores of the Persian Gulf
who live off bread made of fish-flour; Alexander the Great drinks a toast that kills him; Socrates interrogates
a beautiful woman who lives in luxury with no obvious means of support.

James Davidson masterfully unravels these strange anecdotes, casting new light not only on ancient
pleasures but on the Ancient World as a whole. Full of intriguing detail and perspicacious insight,
Courtesans and Fishcakes takes swipe at the old scholarship (Freud, Nietzsche, Foucault) and lays the
groundwork for the new, delivering a fascinating and engagingly written study of the hedonism that ruled
Athens.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Baird:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Courtesans & Fishcakes: The Consuming Passions of Classical Athens book is
readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer of Courtesans & Fishcakes: The Consuming Passions of Classical Athens content conveys
objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written
content but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Courtesans & Fishcakes: The Consuming
Passions of Classical Athens is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Raymond Bryan:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Courtesans & Fishcakes: The Consuming Passions of Classical Athens, you may tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

James Ensor:

Courtesans & Fishcakes: The Consuming Passions of Classical Athens can be one of your beginning books
that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary
that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Courtesans & Fishcakes: The Consuming Passions of Classical Athens although doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
considering.

Lee Wing:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One
of several books in the top listing in your reading list is actually Courtesans & Fishcakes: The Consuming
Passions of Classical Athens. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing



to be precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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