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How should we read a text that does not exist, or present a play the manuscript of which is lost and the
identity of whose author cannot be established for certain?

Such is the enigma posed by Cardenio – a play performed in England for the first time in 1612 or 1613 and
attributed forty years later to Shakespeare (and Fletcher). Its plot is that of a ‘novella’ inserted into Don
Quixote, a work that circulated throughout the major countries of Europe, where it was translated and
adapted for the theatre. In England, Cervantes’ novel was known and cited even before it was translated in
1612 and had inspired Cardenio.

But there is more at stake in this enigma. This was a time when, thanks mainly to the invention of the
printing press, there was a proliferation of discourses. There was often a reaction when it was feared that this
proliferation would become excessive, and many writings were weeded out. Not all were destined to survive,
in particular plays for the theatre, which, in many cases, were never published. This genre, situated at the
bottom of the literary hierarchy, was well suited to the existence of ephemeral works. However, if an author
became famous, the desire for an archive of his works prompted the invention of textual relics, the
restoration of remainders ruined by the passing of time or, in order to fill in the gaps, in some cases, even the
fabrication of forgeries. Such was the fate of Cardenio in the eighteenth century.

Retracing the history of this play therefore leads one to wonder about the status, in the past, of works today
judged to be canonical. In this book the reader will rediscover the malleability of texts, transformed as they
were by translations and adaptations, their migrations from one genre to another, and their changing
meanings constructed by their various publics. Thanks to Roger Chartier’s forensic skills, fresh light is cast
upon the mystery of a play lacking a text but not an author.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Anderson:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by surrounding.
One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Sure, by reading a
guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For yourself who want to
start reading any book, we give you this specific Cardenio between Cervantes and Shakespeare: The Story of
a Lost Play book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Richard Morris:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Cardenio between Cervantes and Shakespeare: The Story of a Lost Play, you can tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Heidi Montgomery:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Cardenio between Cervantes and
Shakespeare: The Story of a Lost Play that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then
how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to
start studying as your good habit, you may pick Cardenio between Cervantes and Shakespeare: The Story of
a Lost Play become your starter.

Manuel Pina:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Cardenio between Cervantes and
Shakespeare: The Story of a Lost Play was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know
that book Cardenio between Cervantes and Shakespeare: The Story of a Lost Play has many kinds or style.
Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel
that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up
you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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