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For centuries Britain’s country houses had been the exclusive preserve of their traditional landed gentry of
lords and ladies, their tenancy legitimized by time-honored ancestry and the accident of birth. But starting in
the late nineteenth century an entirely different kind of proprietor began to take up residence. American
money – lots of it – came across the Atlantic, in the form of wealthy, eligible heiresses like the Vanderbilts’,
and fabulously wealthy industrialists and self-made men like William Waldorf Astor and newspaper magnate
Randolph Hearst.

Their money purchased grand houses like Cliveden, St Donat’s and Leeds Castle; it saved vast piles like
Blenheim from dereliction and decay; it brought modern facilities like electric lighting and hot water, Art
Deco interior styling and, in the case of houses like North Mymms, turned them into magnificent repositories
of cultural artefacts to rival New York’s Frick Collection.

Not infrequently the American newcomer (usually female) found the world of the English aristocracy they
had married into to be dauntingly austere and emotionally starved; others, like Chips Channon, or May
Goelet at Scotland’s Floors Castle, brought a gay, hedonistic sociability. Still other Americans, like
Lawrence Johnston laying out the garden at Hidcote or latterly John Paul Getty with his idyllic cricket
ground at Wormsley, successfully managed to make themselves more English than the English.

Clive Aslet’s fabulously illustrated book is the first study of this remarkable and unlikely juxtaposition of
two very different cultures, which changed the architecture, the society and the character of English country
houses forever.
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From reader reviews:

Carol McElroy:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book An
Exuberant Catalogue of Dreams: The Americans Who Revived the Country House in Britain. All type of
book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Marie Avis:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to
remain than other is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific An
Exuberant Catalogue of Dreams: The Americans Who Revived the Country House in Britain book as
beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Alison Caulfield:

The e-book with title An Exuberant Catalogue of Dreams: The Americans Who Revived the Country House
in Britain includes a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book.
This specific book exist new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition
of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of
book will bring you within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you
can read the idea anywhere you want.

Brandy Brobst:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this An Exuberant Catalogue of Dreams: The
Americans Who Revived the Country House in Britain publication written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
skepticism An Exuberant Catalogue of Dreams: The Americans Who Revived the Country House in Britain
as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break
don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come
on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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