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“I wonder sometimes if there’s something to the old superstition about the number thirteen. Maybe that
superstition was originally created by the mothers in some tribe who noticed that in their children’s thirteenth
year, they suddenly became possessed by evil spirits. Because it did seem that whenever Taz was around,
things spilled and shattered, calm turned into chaos, and tempers were lost.”

So laments the mother of one thirteen-year-old boy, Taz, a teen who, overnight it seemed, went from a small,
sweet, loving boy to a hulking, potty-mouthed, Facebook/MySpace–addicted C student who didn’t even
bother to hide his scorn for being anywhere in the proximity of his parents.

As this startling transformation floors journalist Beth Harpaz and her husband, Elon, Harpaz tries to make
sense of a bizarre teenage wilderness of $100 sneakers, clouds of Axe body spray (to hide the scent of pot?!),
and cell phone bills so big they require nine-by-twelve envelopes. In the process, she begins chronicling her
son’s hilarious, sometimes harrowing, indiscretions, blaming herself (“I am a terrible mother” becomes her
steadfast refrain), Googling unfamiliar teenage slang, reading every parenting book she can get her hands on,
and querying friends who also have teens.

From a derailed family vacation where Taz is more interested in trying to get a cell phone connection than
looking at the world’s largest trees (boring!), to a prom where Taz is caught with liquor, to a trip to Australia
sans parents in which Taz actually doesn’t get into any trouble and manages to do his own laundry, the
events that mark Taz’s newfound and troublesome independence are told with a wry and poignant voice by a
woman who’s both wistful for the past and trying her hardest to understand her son’s head-scratching new
behavior. In her quest to infiltrate his world by spying on his MySpace page (where he claims he’s twenty-
two), Harpaz expands her online monitoring and soon becomes a Facebook addict. She also reflects on her
own youth and entry into middle age, and in the process achieves hard-won wisdom.

A book for any parent of teens—be they girls or boys—13 Is the New 18 is a delightfully comical foray into
today’s increasingly widening generation gap and one mom’s attempt to figure it all out with little guidance
and a whole lot of misplaced guilt.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Hans Diaz:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This 13 Is the New 18: And Other Things My Children Taught Me--While I Was
Having a Nervous Breakdown Being Their Mother book is readable through you who hate the straight word
style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving
actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving 13 Is the New 18: And
Other Things My Children Taught Me--While I Was Having a Nervous Breakdown Being Their Mother
content conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different
in the information but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking 13 Is the New 18: And Other
Things My Children Taught Me--While I Was Having a Nervous Breakdown Being Their Mother is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

Eileen Vaughan:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name 13 Is the New 18:
And Other Things My Children Taught Me--While I Was Having a Nervous Breakdown Being Their Mother
suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled 13 Is
the New 18: And Other Things My Children Taught Me--While I Was Having a Nervous Breakdown Being
Their Motheris a single of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book
will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this
particular book.

Linda Cooper:

The publication with title 13 Is the New 18: And Other Things My Children Taught Me--While I Was
Having a Nervous Breakdown Being Their Mother contains a lot of information that you can discover it.
You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that
exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how
the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can
read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Bernard Taylor:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent



24 hours a day to reading a reserve. The book 13 Is the New 18: And Other Things My Children Taught Me-
-While I Was Having a Nervous Breakdown Being Their Mother it doesn't matter what good to read. There
are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did
not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to
read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.
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