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Jacek Dehnel has written a fictionalised account of the last years of the lives of Goya, Javier and Javier’s son
Mariano, working on the basis that Javier did indeed paint the Black Paintings, and it makes for a fascinating
read. The book interweaves first person diary-style accounts from each of the three men; the embittered
Francisco, the other-worldly and confused Javier and the scheming Mariano. As the book progresses a very
credible story builds up which includes Javier beginning to paint the first few of these 14 paintings. The
relationship between the three men is deeply flawed. Francisco seems to have taken a dislike to his son from
the start. Javier did not want to paint with his father and he reacted badly to Francisco’s outbursts of anger
and his erratic lifestyle. Francisco writes of his son, " He drew like a woman. For he grew more and more
like a woman altogether . . . he just crept about the house with his nose eternally in a book, pale and
unhealthy . . . he always sat on a mule or a horse like a sack, nor would he go to the bullfight – he avoided
me, hid in corners.' Francisco on the other hand was a riotous, philandering, boastful man who saw every
woman as a potential conquest, even trying to seduce Javier’s young wife soon after Javier brought her to
live in the family home. When the book opens, Francisco has achieved considerable success and the family is
wealthy, living in some style. The house is full of expensive art materials, many of them toxic, and as we
read the alternating voices of the Francisco and Javier we gain an impression of an artistic chaos which does
nobody any good, but which provides fertile ground for a sort of tortured creativity which goes some way to
explaining the choice of the themes of the Black Paintings. The book includes black and white reproductions
of the fourteen paintings with a brief “ekphrasis” of each one (I had to look up ekphrasis – apparently it is a
graphic, often dramatic description of a work of art). These are done rather well.' The Common Reader Blog
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From reader reviews:

Edward Apodaca:

This Saturn (Dedalus Europe 2013) are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why.
The main reason of this Saturn (Dedalus Europe 2013) can be one of several great books you must have will
be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will
shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever
your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Saturn (Dedalus Europe 2013)
giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that
could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Robert Russell:

The reason why? Because this Saturn (Dedalus Europe 2013) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book
beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of
easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because
of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So
, still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Frank Arnett:

Beside this kind of Saturn (Dedalus Europe 2013) in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to
the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the
oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to
have Saturn (Dedalus Europe 2013) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not
happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from
today!

Henry Jones:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Saturn (Dedalus Europe 2013) can be the
solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in
this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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